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Message from the new NITEP Director

Dr. Mark Aquash

It is with great pleasure that I send out
greetings from the Native Indian Teacher
Education Program (NITEP). I have been
here a short time and have been impressed
every day with how beautiful this country
is. The landscape with the mountains,
ocean as well as the trees and plants are
much different than the territory that I
am from. My territory is at a place called
Walpole Island First Nation in southern

Ontario. We have a protocol where I
am from to acknowledge the medicine
people, spiritual and political leaders of
the traditional territory that we visit. This
has its origins in creating an atmosphere
of unity from the times when Tecumseh
was seeking to unite the First Nations
people. I have been very impressed with
the focus that UBC has with following this
traditional protocol by acknowledging that
UBC Vancouver and UBC Okanagan are
respectively on the traditional territories
of the Musqueam and Okanagan peoples.
I have just recently gotten settled here with
my wife and four children. It has been very
busy, getting our children into school and
unpacking our belongings and attending
the various meetings and developing a
daily routine. It is amazing how much
stuff my family has accumulated over the
years. Overall, my family is happy with the
change and the move to Vancouver.
NITEP has many traditions that have
developed over the years. Even the name
has taken on its own meaning. As I learn
about the beginning of NITEP and think
back in that time in history 30 years ago,
there was a very different set of values in
the Aboriginal communities. All across
North America in the 1970’s, there was a
need for change regarding the treatment of
Indigenous people. Many leaders emerged
from our First Nation communities both
on and off reserve. There had been a focus

on re-establishing traditional ways and a
change in philosophy and values, which
ultimately led to seeking Indian control
of Indian education. Many communities
and organizations were developed to
address these changes and focused on selfdetermination.
Today, we use much different terminology
that may or may not be politically correct,
but may be more comfortable than what
we previously used. I think that it is
important today for organizations that
provide services for Aboriginal people to
be flexible and dynamic and have the ability
to adapt to the needs of the community. I
believe that this has been at the heart of
NITEP’s success.
Recently, there was an emphasis and a
focus by UBC in developing the Aboriginal
Strategic Plan. This was an important
process as UBC had been seeking
information to better serve Aboriginal
students and the community. The plan has
been completed and I encourage everyone
to take some time to download it from the
UBC web page and consider the different
aspects of this plan.
I want to thank everyone at UBC and
the Aboriginal community in the greater
Vancouver area for all of the hospitality and
the warm welcome that I have received. I
look forward to meeting everyone and
developing on-going relationships with
everyone involved in NITEP and UBC.

NITEP LOCATIONS 2008 -2009
COVER
1.
Thank you to Dr. Mark Aquash for designing the 2.
3.
cover of the Spring 2009 NITEP News.
4.

UBC, Vancouver (urban and on-campus)
Kamloops NITEP Centre
Duncan NITEP Centre
Chilliwack NITEP Centre
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FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Native Indian Teacher Education Program (NITEP)
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NITEP Faculty and Staff
Dr. Mark Aquash, Director; Jackie Agostinis, Coordinator, Duncan Centre; Lucetta George-Grant, Years 3, 4, 5
Coordinator; Saylesh Wesley, Coordinator, Chilliwack Centre; Dr. Jo-ann Archibald, Associate Dean for Indigenous
Education; Sean Murphy, Program Secretary (Temp); Marny Point, Coordinator, Urban Centre; Karen Blain,
Coordinator, Kamloops Centre; Felicity Jules, Assistant Director; Linda Williams, Financial Clerk
NITEP is a UBC Bachelor of Education
Program (Elementary or Secondary)
guided by an advisory council of Aboriginal
educators and community members, UBC
faculty, coordinator representatives, a
BCTF representative, and NITEP students.
NITEP builds upon Aboriginal identity
and cultural heritage while preparing and
challenging persons of Aboriginal ancestry
to be effective educators for public, band
and independent schools. Students may
complete either a Bachelor of Education
(Elementary) or a Bachelor of Education
(Secondary).
Applicants who qualify for NITEP first
complete two years of courses at one of the
field centres located at Chilliwack, Duncan,
Kamloops, or at an urban focus centre at
UBC in Vancouver. NITEP includes similar
requirements for both liberal education
and pedagogical preparation for those set
for elementary and secondary teaching.

The course sequence, however, is different.
Field centre students complete arts and/or
science courses that relate to elementary
or secondary school subjects, education
courses, and educational field placements.
Following their work at the off-campus
field centres, the students transfer to
the UBC Vancouver campus to complete
the remaining years of their degree
requirements.
NITEP candidates are awarded the Bachelor
of Education (Elementary) degree or the
Bachelor of Education (Secondary) degree
and apply to the British Columbia College
of Teachers for a Professional Teaching
Certificate when they have completed all
program requirements. Candidates in the
elementary option may qualify for a British
Columbia Standard Teaching Certificate
after completing a minimum of 128 credits
with a 65% average (all practical and all
courses set for Years 1 – 4). To qualify for

either the elementary or secondary degree,
a candidate must complete all requirements
within 10 years of initial registration in the
program. The elementary program may
be completed in 5 academic years, and the
secondary program may be completed in
5 academic years plus a required summer
session. However, many students in both
programs choose to take courses during
summer sessions.
For information please contact:
Native Indian Teacher
Education Program
Faculty of Education
The University of British Columbia
1985 West Mall
Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1Z2
Phone: (604) 822-5240
For online information:
teach.educ.ubc.ca/bachelor/nitep

NITEP welcomes

Natalie Simkin, our new Program Secretary
I grew up in Vancouver and attended elementary,
high school and college there. I moved to Kamloops
in the early 1990’s to complete a Native Studies
Research Certificate and Bachelor of Arts Degree at
the Secwepemc Cultural Education Society/Simon
Fraser University Program on the Kamloops Reserve.
Upon graduation I worked as an archaeologist on
the Sun Rivers Project, as well as several other
archaeological projects in and around the Kamloops
area. I returned to Vancouver in 1999 to be closer
to my family and worked in the non-profit sector

for a number of years before moving into property
management. In the spring of 2007 I began work
at the UBC Botanical Garden and Centre for Plant
Research and was there until this past December. I
enjoy reading, travelling, spending time with family
and friends, and of course working here at NITEP!
I look forward to meeting and getting to know all
the staff and students in the coming weeks and
months.
Natalie Simkin, Program Secretary
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Message from the Associate Dean
for Indigenous Education
Transformative Action:
Holistic Learning and Teaching
Greetings. I have enjoyed and valued my role as Acting NITEP
Director for the past three years. In this reflective article, I want
to first thank the NITEP Coordinators, Assistant Director, and
Staff for their commitment, hard work, and team effort to ensure
that NITEP continues to prepare Aboriginal people to be quality
teachers. I also want to welcome the new NITEP Director, Dr.
Mark Aquash, who brings a wealth of educational experience and
expertise to this important leadership position.
Our NITEP group has worked extremely hard to address some of
the 2004 NITEP external review recommendations. These include
strengthening Aboriginal community relationships, revising
the program and its courses, increasing recruitment efforts, reexamining the field centre structure, strengthening the students’
transition to the Vancouver campus and to the senior years of
the program, and strengthening NITEP community spirit of its
students, faculty, and staff. The following progress was made in
the aforementioned areas over a three-year period:
Aboriginal community consultations in the catchment areas of
the Kamloops, Duncan, and Vancouver Urban Centres resulted
in establishing and renewing relationships with First Nations
Bands, Aboriginal organizations, Schools/School Districts, and
Post Secondary Institutions. These consultations reinforced the
support for the NITEP regional centres and provided suggestions
for program changes. One key change is that a part-time program
option was developed for Aboriginal people working as teacher
assistants.
Two new Field Centres were opened. One was at Bella Coola for a
two-year period to assist those who work in the schools to acquire
additional educational professional development and to provide
regional access to teacher education for others. We hope to see
these NITEP students complete their Bachelor of Education
degrees in the future. Another Field Centre has opened in the
Chilliwack area, at Fraser Valley University. This centre will run
for a four-year period and then it will move to another region in
BC.
The NITEP education seminars and the majority of the Aboriginal
education courses have been revised. One course is available as
an online option.
Over the three-year period the NITEP student enrollment has
almost doubled.
Options for NITEP students who would prefer to complete their
Bachelor of Education degrees in the regional field centres have
been worked out with Thompson Rivers University (for Kamloops
Field Centre) and Vancouver Island University (for Duncan Field
Centre). Completing the UBC Bachelor of Education degree at
the Vancouver campus will continue to be an option.
Annual NITEP student gatherings have been held where all the
NITEP groups meet at the Vancouver campus, First Nations
Longhouse, to engage in community building and program and
university orientations.
A new NITEP Director was appointed.
Throughout the program work noted above, the NITEP group
was guided by the Indigenous teachings of sharing, caring,
responsibility, and respect. The NITEP holistic model and the Raven
and Sun story provide important frameworks which challenge us
to develop strategies and approaches that are transformative in
nature. The learning and teaching that occurs in the NITEP courses
must address the intellectual, emotional, physical, and spiritual
nature of our human development. Our connections to family,

community, Aboriginal Nation, the environment, and the teaching
profession must facilitate student success. Aboriginal Knowledge
must be a core part of our program. We must continue to question
strategies and approaches that don’t work for Aboriginal learners
in the K-12 educational systems. We must continue to search
for, develop, and question strategies and approaches that are
Indigenous-based in order to achieve transformative Aboriginal
education.
In its 35 year history, the story of Raven bringing sun to the
people who lived in darkness so that they could have a better
life has provided vision, challenge, and hope for improvements
in Aboriginal education and educational success for Aboriginal
learners, through quality Aboriginal teachers. There is still a lot
more to do to achieve truly transformative actions that are holistic
in nature and that provide good quality learning and teaching. But
we have a growing critical mass of educators who are committed
to this endeavour.
In Coast Salish tradition, I raise my hands in thanks and respect
to all the NITEP students, coordinators, staff, faculty, community
and educational leaders, and Elders for their “heart and mind”
efforts to light the world of Aboriginal education.
Dr. Jo-ann Archibald, Q’um Q’um Xiiem

NITEP LOGO
The NITEP logo is based on a legend that comes from
the Northwest Coast of BC and is found in one form or
another in a number of Aboriginal cultures. The legend
tells of the time when the earth was in complete darkness. Raven flew through a hole in the sky and took the
sun in his beak. He then brought it back through the
hole to give light to the earth.
The logo shows Raven with the sun in his beak superimposed over a circle that represents the hole in the sky.
The NITEP Advisory Committee (renamed the First Nations Education Council in February 1995) thought that
this would be a fitting symbol because NITEP hopes to
bring the light of education to Aboriginal children in
a much more effective way than has happened in the
past.
The logo was designed by Phillip (Oppie) Oppenheim, a
Ntla’kapmx First Nations artist.
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Message from the Dean
Hope and Imagination:
Self and Community Strategic Planning
I do believe that we are at a time of hope and change thanks
to the leadership of our indigenous colleagues within
the Faculty. Their sage guidance and generous spirit of
support has enriched who we are and what we are doing
in the interests of advancing indigenous education—locally,
provincially and nationally. We may have a long way yet to
travel, but we have made great progress to date and will not
blink as we further steps forward.
Contributing to my hope is the shifts that I am noticing within
the University and nationwide. Within the University we are
seeing developments among our First Nations colleagues as
they speak as a community to us as individuals and groups
within the University community. They have drafted a strategic
plan intended “to guide UBC’s engagement with Aboriginal
peoples and communities, its inclusions and representations
of Aboriginal histories, cultures, and understandings, and
the education on Aboriginal issues it provides to all.” (The
UBC Aboriginal Strategic Plan Development Working Group,
UBC Aboriginal Strategic Plan: Preliminary Draft for Public
Comment, 22 October 2008, page 2. (http://aboriginal.ubc.
ca/wp-content/uploads/2008/10/asp-public-draft-081022.
pdf)
They are seeking input (http://aboriginal.ubc.ca) and have
identified areas for which they are seeking support not in a

fashion that is reductionist, but holistic and not in a fashion
to be competitive but collaborative. I look forward to being
guided by my colleagues and our elders to contribute in
ways that support and enhance such a vision and in the
meantime, I encourage all of us to recognize how we might
contribute to our community.
Within the Province, the Association of Deans of Education
have adopted an Accord on aboriginal education to which
they are holding themselves accountable ( http://www.educ.
sfu.ca/abcde/taskforce.pdf) and nationally the Association
of Canadian Deans of Education (http://www.csse.ca/ACDE/
home.shtml) are in the final stages of moving forward on a
national accord on aboriginal education.
These are times of hope and commitment as we develop as
communities.
And, on behalf of the Faculty, I would like to welcome two
new colleagues: Dr Mark Aquash who has been appointed
Director of NITEP and Ms. Natalie Simkin who has been
appointed as secretary for NITEP. On behalf of the Faculty,
I want to express my warmest well wishes to both of them.
Dr. Robert J. Tierney, Dean
Faculty of Education

Message from the Associate Dean
of Teacher Education
I want to bring you greetings from the Teacher Education Office. I
also want to welcome our new NITEP Director Dr. Mark Aquash.
We are excited to work with him in the coming years. I am sure
each of you will enjoy getting to know him.
The fall semester has come to an end and we are looking ahead
to the next semester. NITEP students/graduates have much to
look forward to as the year unfolds. Some will meet new friends,
others will graduate and take teaching positions, and still others
who have already graduated and gone into careers in education
may begin to think about undertaking graduate studies. Each
person will have experiences in schools that will undoubtedly
impact not only their personal lives but also the lives of countless
students in the future.
As the Faculty moves ahead with possible program change with
the teacher education program, one direction we are pursuing
is the inclusion of a course/module dedicated to Aboriginal
issues. Assuming this goes ahead, we anticipate that all of our
teacher education graduates will take this course/module. This
change will be complemented by another recommendation: that
incoming students take an Arts or Science course addressing
Aboriginal studies. With both of these changes, we hope all
graduates of our program, NITEP and non-NITEP, will have an
enhanced understanding of issues facing Aboriginal students.
Despite the possible changes outlined above, our greatest hope

for change in Aboriginal schools is through our NITEP graduates.
Each person has the potential to impact dozens, if not hundreds,
of students over the span of a career. NITEP graduates bring
personal indigenous knowledge to their teaching and learning.
Aboriginal students need this role modeling and it is through
our NITEP students that we can see change on the horizon.
The theme for this issue of the newsletter is “Transformative
Action: Holistic Learning and Teaching.” NITEP students and
graduates are deeply committed to transformative action in the
schools and we look forward to working with you as each of you
embraces this opportunity. Our Faculty is very proud of NITEP
and as a student/graduate or friend of the program, each of you
is special. Each of you is important to making transformative
change happen. Friends of NITEP may not have studied in the
program, but they see the potential impact and they support each
individual. Each year the community gets larger and each year
we know our graduates are having a greater impact than the year
before.
Let me take this opportunity to thank each of you for your
participation with NITEP. Teacher education needs you and we
are indebted to your personal and collective contributions.
Dr. Rita L. Irwin
Associate Dean of Teacher Education
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Congratulations to the

NITEP GRADS!

Joyce McBryde, Amy Stromgren, Sita-Rani MacMillan

Student Speaker
FNHL Graduation Ceremony
May 24th, 2008

Sita-Rani MacMillan

Tan’si - Welcome
Over the years I had often wondered what it would be like to
be standing here. What an honour to have been nominated by
my peers to speak on behalf of them today. It has been quite the
journey-- a journey with plenty of ups and downs- but worth every
minute in the end. I made great friends and many life-long as we
move forward on our own paths. Together we will remain UBC
Alumni and we will be doing great things all over the world. I
have travelled extensively over the past years and realize how
higher education opens the world to us. With our knowledge we
can encourage, help, be role-models and create paths that were
not there before.
I learned more about who I am more than I ever thought I would
when I first applied to the University of British Columbia. I
entered into the Native Indian Teacher Education Program with
little knowledge of my own cultural heritage. Because of that I
lacked a large part of who I was. As I stand here before you today I
have transformed into an adult who can confidently say I am SitaRani MacMillan part Cree/part Scottish and a proud Canadian. I
learned the answers to my many questions.

I remember beginning the program with a lot of doubt within
myself. I often questioned whether or not I was an academic,
whether or not this was the right path. When I entered the
classroom to teach for the first time all of that doubt left
me. When my first student thanked me for helping them
find a voice, I knew I was on the right path—the good path.
With all of the ups and downs I would not have traded a
moment of being here for anything. I will continue to be
forever grateful for the opportunities the University of British
Columbia has given to me. We have worked hard to be here
today. How many sleepless nights have we spent writing essays
or studying for that final that snuck up on us all of the sudden.
We sit here today with all of that behind us! I can now repeat
the words “This too shall pass” for many other reasons. I am
confident together we will help to create a better future. Today
with our good minds, good hearts and good paths we will lead.
And, in the words of poet Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Do not go
where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and
leave a trail.”
Congratulations, Grads of 2008 - WE DID IT!
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Joyce Ellen McBryde
Lytton First Nation
Joyce would like to thank the Musqueam First Nation and community for providing us
with space for this Longhouse. Joyce extends a heartfelt thanks to her mothers,
Gladys Tenning and Faith Richardson, for all of their love and support. She thanks
all of her siblings and extended families for their love and support. Joyce extends
her gratitude for everyone from the Lytton First Nation, and most importantly to
Gladys Grenier and Roger James from the Education Department. Joyce extends
her gratitude to Rita and Judy Haugen and family. Joyce expresses her gratitude
to everyone at the First Nations House of Learning and at NITEP. Special thanks
to co-ordinators Deb Draney and Lucetta George –Grant. She thanks everyone at
the Teacher Education office, as well as all of her instructors, classmates, sponsor
teachers and colleagues. Thanks also to Roberta Pauls, Rosalyn Ing, Mary-Jane Joe
and family, Rose Point, and Larry Grant.

Sita-Rani MacMillan
Sakimay First Nation, Saskatchewan
First, Sita-Rani would like to thank her parents and grandparents for all of their loving
encouragement throughout the years. They are unable to attend the ceremony but
are here in spirit. Sita-Rani is forever grateful for her caring family members: Lana
and Tyrone Paul; Sienna, Shannin, Jaime, and Lakshmi Metatawabin; and Rama
MacMillan, who have all constantly offered assistance and support. She would also
like to thank her family who live in Europe for their constant encouragement. They
have been such a big part of her life.
An enormous thank you to her partner, Kevin, for listening and being supportive during
the transition stages from student to career. Thank you to everyone at NITEP for their
constant guidance, encouragement, and understanding. They have helped her so
much throughout the years. An immense thank you to everyone in Sita-Rani’s life.
She truly feels blessed.

Amy Stromgren
Cree Nation
Amy would like to thank her husband Eric (and baby Liam) for all of the support throughout
her years of the program, from encouraging her to apply to college, to staying up
late to help with papers, waking up early to drive her to school, staying late to
accompany her home on the bus, even right down to registering her courses for
her when she wasn’t sure she could continue. His love and support is what brought
her to this point. Amy would also like to thank her family and friends who prayed for
her and encouraged her this past school year as she completed her final practicum
and courses while being pregnant. She would also especially like to thank Karen
for cooking dinners, grocery shopping, and looking after Liam in the evenings so
that she could complete her course work. Thank you to all who supported Amy
financially, emotionally, and mentally; the list is too long to mention everyone.

photo credit: Janis Franklin
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Graduation Awards
Sharp Cook Family NITEP Graduation Prize
This prize is awarded annually to the student standing at the
head of the NITEP class for the Bachelor of Education (Elementary) degree.
Recipient: Sita-Rani MacMillan
Bert McKay Memorial Graduating Award
A $550 award has been endowed by friends and colleagues in memory of Bert
McKay, one of the founders of the Native Indian Teacher Education Program
(NITEP) at UBC, for a graduating NITEP student who has demonstrated
commitment to the growth of First Nations education and has combined good
academic standings with participation in university and community activities. The
award is made on the recommendation of the Faculty of Education in consultation
with the NITEP committee.
Recipient: Sita-Rani MacMillan
Robert W. Sterling Memorial NITEP Award
An award has been endowed in memory of Robert W. Sterling by his family,
friends and colleagues. Involved in the formation and development of the Native
Indian Teacher Education Program, Robert had a career that spanned over twenty
years and reflected his diverse interests and intellectual pursuits. The award
and accompanying certificate is made to the student in the NITEP graduating
class (spring or previous fall) who has made the greatest contribution to NITEP
throughout his/her years in the program and who exemplifies Robert Sterling’s
qualities of leadership.
Recipient: Sita-Rani MacMillan
Joan Ryan Graduating Award
A $550 award has been endowed by friends and colleagues in recognition of
Joan Ryan, one of the founders of the Native Indian Teacher Education Program
(NITEP) at UBC, for a graduating NITEP student with good academic standing
who has exemplified volunteerism, persistence and perseverance in completing
the Bachelor of Education degree, while demonstrating commitment to the
growth of First Nations education and participating in university and community
activities. The award is made on the recommendation of the Faculty of Education
in consultation with the NITEP committee.
Recipient: Joyce McBryde

Awards for
Aboriginal Students
We thank the people responsible for making the following
bursaries and scholarships available to Aboriginal people
attending U.B.C.
07804 Mary and James Fyfe-Smith Memorial Bursaries
07830 Wilson Duff Memorial Bursary
07890 St. Phillips Anglican Church Bursary Fund
07893 Jessie Manning Bursary for Native Indian Students
07924 Cannon Memorial Bursary
The following are primarily academic awards for which
there is no application form.
01942 UBC Alumni NITEP Scholarship
01945 Amy E. Sauder Scholarship
01943 Robert W. Sterling Memorial Award
01932 Sharp Cook Family NITEP Graduation Prize
The following award is made in conjunction with NITEP.
07876 University Women’s Club of Vancouver Bursaries
for First Nations Students

UBC Teacher Education
2-Year Elementary
Practicum Award Winner, 2007-2008
Congratulations to Amy Stromgren
for receiving a Practicum Award.
Here are some comments about Amy’s
practicum in reference to receiving the
award:
From the School Advisor (General Currie
Elementary, Richmond, grade 3/4):
She shows a great deal of enthusiasm for
teaching and learning, is self-reflective and
readily accepts and acts on advice and
suggestions given to her.
She established a very good rapport
with the students and they enjoyed and
respected her fun-loving and caring
manner.
It has been an absolute pleasure to
supervise such a talented, enthusiastic and
hard-working student teacher.
From the Faculty Advisor:
I believe that one of the strongest
components of Amy’s long practicum was
her ability to create a comfortable, safe, yet
challenging learning environment.
Amy’s interaction with her students showed
the high value she places on fairness,
respect, and honest communication.
Submitted by Gary Rupert, Program
Coordinator
Teacher Education Office
Faculty of Education

Amy E. Sauder NITEP Scholarship
Scholarships to a total of $1000 have been made possible by a
bequest from the late Amy E. Sauder and contributions from the
Sauder Foundation. The awards are made on the recommendation
of the coordinators. Grades in courses at NITEP field centres will be
considered.
University of BC Alumni Awards
One or more scholarships totalling $1,275 have been endowed
by the UBC Alumni Association to assist students in the Native
Indian Teacher Education Program. The awards are made on the
recommendation of the NITEP coordinators. Grades obtained in
courses at NITEP field centres will be considered.
Rob Gray Memorial Award
This award was established by family and friends as a memorial to
Rob Gray, B.A. 1986, who died tragically in 1988 while continuing
studies in the Multicultural and Minority Education Diploma program.
The award is made on the recommendation of the Faculty of
Education to a student specializing in Multicultural and Minority
Education, who combines strong academic standing, participation
in university and community affairs and personal qualities of
sensitivity, empathy, and humour - qualities for which Rob Gray will
be remembered.
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CHILLIWACK CENTRE

Back row (L-R): Jonathan Williams, Karla Kay, Saylesh Wesley, Hartley Klyne.
Front row (L-R): Jeanette Donald, Emerald John, Camielle Laslo, Rose Harry, Christine Michell,
Lolly Andrew, Sandra Andrew, Michelle Victor.
Greetings from the new Chilliwack Field Centre! This is NITEP’s
first return to the University of the Fraser Valley (formerly
University-College of the Fraser Valley) in eight years. People from
the local Aboriginal community are excited and supportive of its
return. The students and staff are grateful to UFV for providing
the space and other academic programming that such a new field
centre requires. It has been a pleasure to face the challenge of
setting up a new field centre and orienting 11 year one students.
Please welcome:
Rose Harry (nee Greene)
Hartley Klyne
Jonny Williams
Sandra Andrew
Lolly Andrew
Karla Kay
Michelle Victor
Camielle Laslo
Jeanette Donald
Christine Michelle
Emerald John

Skowkale
Metis
Cheam
Boothroyd
Seabird Island
Seabird Island
Chehalis
Laq’a:mel
Sumas
Seabird Island
Chawathil

Our student representative to the FNEC is Sandra Andrew. We
have completed three UBC courses this year: Education 244 and
141 and Educational Studies 314. We would like to thank Shirley
Hardman, M.Ed., for her hard work in instructing EDST 314.
Students have had a good introduction to the intense readings
and critical thinking involved with such courses. Lucetta GeorgeGrant, the Years 3, 4, 5 Coordinator, has attended one of our
Education 244 seminars and offered inspiration, shed light upon
and shared her personal educational story to encourage our new
students. Thank you Lucetta, it was perfect timing.
We attended the annual NITEP Gathering, which proved to be
important in developing networks and getting physically oriented
to the UBC campus. Everyone worked hard, staff and students
alike, to make the gathering successful.
All of us are looking forward to making this a rewarding year in
the growth and development of transforming education.
Saylesh Wesley
Coordinator

Centre Submissions
Saylesh Wesley
Greetings my fellow NITEPers! My name is
Saylesh Wesley and I have been selected for
the new Chilliwack Field Centre Coordinator’s
position. I am also a proud alumnus of NITEP
from the class of 1999. I have been working
with the Vancouver School Board since
my graduation until now. I worked in a few
different roles, ranging from a First Nations
Resource Teacher to a Grade 5/6 enrolling
teacher. I decided to make the move back to
my traditional territory, and the opportunity to
work with NITEP surfaced with perfect timing.
This current newspaper gives me a chance to
share how I have come full-circle in my teaching
career. Having graduated from NITEP, working

with a major school district, then returning to
NITEP as a staff member gives me promise
that anything is possible. Not only am I giving
back to NITEP, I am giving back to my own
people--and if that isn’t a “gift”, I don’t know
what is.
My hands are out to all of you and I wish you
the best in all of your endeavors!

Hartley Klyne
My name is Hartley Klyne. Being accepted
into NITEP is a tremendous honour. I was
born in Saskatchewan and raised in Calgary.
In 1992 I moved to the beautiful province of
British Columbia. I am Métis. I came back to

school to obtain an education as a mature
student. I have already achieved a diploma in
the Child and Youth Care Counselling program
in February, 2008 from Douglas College. I
have been working as an Aboriginal education
assistant with the Chilliwack School District.
It was in this position that I was provided the
opportunity to work in the classrooms with
students. My job has provided excellent insight
into circumstances students, their families and
educators endure throughout the education
process.
NITEP’s wholistic approach to
learning to teach helps us as student teachers
flourish as successful educators. I am proud to
be accepted into NITEP’s worthy and necessary
vision to transform Aboriginal education.
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CHILLIWACK CENTRE
Rose Harry (Si:yameythal)
My name is Si:yameythal. My other given name is
Rose Harry, and I am from the Sto:lo Nation. I am a first
year N.I.T.E.P student and I’m grateful for the path our
Creator has placed in front of me to follow. My parents
are Stan and Rena Greene. I believe my parents have
given me a life that truly signifies everything a balanced
Aboriginal needs to be happy and safe in this world. The
seasons I live throughout the year represent nothing but
our ancestors’ way of living. I follow my family and my
husband Ka-lanough, in the winter. We move into our
longhouse and live and breathe all that is involved with
this gathering season. In the spring I train to win with
our canoe family; sweat, blood, tears, one heart, and
one mind is what my Stahlo Canoe Club is all about.
In the summer I dance and travel North America to see
my pow wow family from near and far. Our pow wow
family gives us strength for all of the other seasons.
Elders and their families from many different nations
and tribes share their teachings with our family. For
this my family is truly blessed.

Camielle Laslo
Hello everyone! My name is Camielle Laslo and I am
from Leq’a:mel First Nation. My Sto:lo ancestry comes
from my mother’s side of the family and my father’s
side of the family is Hungarian. My grandmother was
Rene Kelly and her mother was Maggie Pennier (nee
Leon). So most of my family roots are from Leq’a: mel,
Scowlitz, and Chehalis. We are connected and related
to lots of communities throughout the Fraser Valley;
also, we have some relatives down in Washington,
USA.
My current job is at Sardis Secondary School as an
Education Assistant. I’ve been working at the school
since September 2003, and I really enjoy working with
students. This job has encouraged me to further my
education and pursue my career goal as a teacher. On
a personal note, I love spending time with my family and
friends. In the spring and summer months, I regularly
attend special events like soccer tournaments. In the
winter months, I enjoy going to gatherings at various
longhouses. I really look forward to being a part of
NITEP with UBC. Happy studies everyone!

Jeanette Donald
Hello from the Chilliwack NITEP Center. My name is
Jeanette Donald, and I come from Sumas First Nation
within the Sto:lo territory. We have 11 students in our
cohort, and I’m just settling into the routine of going back
to university after 20 years. Education has definitely
changed with computer technology, and I have a lot to
learn. I am very excited to be a NITEP student and look
forward to my next five years of studies. I am a wife
and a mother of two beautiful, active children, ages two
and four - so you’ll know the challenge I will face of
juggling school and family. Prior to NITEP, I worked as a
Certified Dental Assistant. I enjoy working with children
and cannot wait to be teaching in my own classroom.

Michelle Victor (Mamot)
Hello, my name is Mamot; my English name is Michelle
Victor. I was born and raised in Chehalis, where I
currently reside with my 6-year-old daughter and
2-year-old son. I am looking forward to my time here
in NITEP, and to learning everything that I can to be
the best teacher. I was previously employed by School
District #78 as a First Nations Support Worker for

Agassiz Elementary-Secondary School. The staff and
students there inspired me to pursue my goal, and go
back to school to become a teacher. Youth are the
future leaders of this world, and I want to be a part of
teaching and molding them to be the best they can. At
this time I would like to thank the Chehalis Education
Department for believing in me and sponsoring me
to pursue my education goal. As well, I would like to
offer a special thanks to my family and friends who
encouraged me to start this journey and who continue
to give me support each and every day.

Sandra Andrew
Hi everyone. My name is Sandra Andrew and I’m
registered with the Boothroyd Indian Band. It was
named after a Canadian national railway conductor who
married the Chief’s daughter back in the day. I have
been married to my husband for eight years now, and
we have been together since I was 18 years old. We
have three beautiful children; our youngest daughter is
14, our son is 16 and our oldest is 19 and just graduated
from high school. She is now continuing her education
through the University of the Fraser Valley. These three
unique children are the reasons why I have chosen to
continue my education as well. Throughout the years
in dealing with their school experiences, I realized the
impact educators have had on them. I have chosen
education in order to make a difference for the future
generations to come. I know that this choice will also
prove to set a powerful example for my own children.

Karla Kay
Less than 23 years ago, on one fateful day, I, Karla Kay,
was born. Whether that is a good thing or not, I don’t
know, but here I am. This is my first year with NITEP
and to be blatantly honest, I am positively terrified of
being here. However, I cannot even begin to describe
the feeling of accomplishment when I received my
acceptance letter. I would never have believed that I
could ever get into UBC until I saw that letter. For that I
am very grateful. I feel that I was given another chance
to do something with myself and take a step forward in
life. With that said, I don’t have anything remarkable to
say about myself. I am not a very social person, but I
know that I am starting to come out of my shell. There
is a vast difference between myself two years ago and
myself today. I am looking forward to the changes and
growth I will make in the next five years.

Jonny Williams (Xótxwes)
Ey swáyel te mekw wat Xótxwes tel skwíx te lí tsel kw’e
xwchíyó:m.
Good day everyone. My traditional name is Xótxwes; my
English name is Jonny Williams. I am from the Cheam
First Nations in the Sto:lo territory. I have heard the Up
River dialect of the Halq’eméylem Language growing
up. I am pursuing the goal of teaching my traditional
language with teacher training through NITEP. My
grandmother is Elizabeth Phillips. She is one of our last
fluent speakers in the Stó:lo area. I have made it my
goal to become a fluent speaker in the Halq’eméylem
language. I have helped with putting the language onto
the First Voices web site, developing curriculum, and
teaching the language at the University of the Fraser
Valley.
Yalh yexw kw’ás hoy

(continued)
Lolly Andrew
My name is Lolly Andrew, and I am from Seabird Island.
This is my first year in NITEP. I believe we are life-long
learners, and I now want to formalize a part of this
process by getting my teaching degree. I have always
worked with children and youth and truly enjoy it. This
past summer I met with a counselor and I was talking
about how much of my time is spent with children and
youth. My life always seems to involve young people,
and I told her that I was thinking of changing my career
from social work. She looked at me and said,“Your
gift is with children.” I thought about what she said
and it felt good. It was what I call a “lightball moment.”
I believe that we as educators have an opportunity
to help children learn what they need to succeed in
school. I want to be a positive influence for the children
in our schools and by obtaining my teaching certificate,
I will put these words into action.

Christine Michell
My name is Christine Michell. I was raised on the
Seabird Island Indian Reserve by my parents, Phillip
and Gail Michell. They raised me to value and respect
all walks and talks of life, including our people, our
culture and our history. It was this very teaching that
persuaded me to become a teacher. Our people have
not had a good history in regards to education, which
has created dislike, tension and negative outlooks
in regards to Aboriginal education. It is my dream to
partake, alongside other Aboriginal leaders, in a long
battle to inspire and aid our people to overcome the
obstacles of Aboriginal education that have arisen from
our history. So far my education journey has been a
long and tedious one. There have been ups and downs
and even times when I wanted to quit. However, I have
always had the support of my family and fiancé. They
were not only my support, but my inspiration. I look at
my mother and I see a strong, intelligent woman who
gave me life. I look at my father who is hard working
and caring, and always shows the pride he has in me.
I look at my fiancé, who is tender and hopeful, and I
see the faith he has in me. I look at my siblings, who
are talented and courageous, even more so than they
realize, and see their hopes and dreams. Last but not
least, I look at my nieces and nephews and I see the
future of our people. It is up to us as adults to serve
as role models and educators so that our young and
future generations can have a promising future. In
conclusion, I do what I do and I am who I am because
of my family, my fiancé, my community and our people.
Remembering this is what gets me through the tough
times.

Emerald John
Ey Swayel, Good day. My name is Emerald John
from the Chawathil First Nations (between Hope and
Agassiz). I am a mother of four children, two boys and
two girls. I am enrolled in NITEP, and this is my first
semester and first year in a university atmosphere.
This is quite the journey and so far it has been really
great. I love it. I love meeting new people, getting
re-acquainted with some old friends and learning the
teaching styles of each of the instructors. I think I will
enjoy my new journey and this new university school
life for the next five years or so.
Hoych’ka, Hoych’ka
Thank you, thank you.
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Kamloops Students with Elder Evelyn Camille

Weytk
I am Karen Blain and I am a graduate of UBC
NITEP. I am a member of Chehalis Indian
Band, and I would like to acknowledge my
parents Stan and Bessie Blain (Leon). My
mom is from Chehalis and my dad is from
Ashcroft Band. Parents and grandparents
are a wealth of information and support.
All through my earlier post secondary
education, I have had many people and
the support of my sponsor. I am the
Coordinator for Kamloops NITEP, and I am
also completing my Masters of Education
in Curriculum & Instruction, (M.A. Ed/CI).
I have heard it stated many times that “it is
important to know who you are and where
you come from”. During one of the seminar
classes, students reflect and comment and
write about important people who have
made a difference in their lives. My parents
Year one
Rhea Ali Arnouse
Noel Froste
Charmayne Jules
Ken McIntyre
Kendelle Weberg
Bonnie Walsh

and grandparents are mine.
This year we have gotten off to a wonderful
start. We have sixteen students enrolled in
the elementary, secondary and part-time
option. I would like to welcome the new
students and returning students back. You
are on an exciting educational journey. The
Creator has many plans for you to make
a difference in our children’s lives and a
positive impact on others that you will meet
on your journey. NITEP’s theme this year is
Transformative Action – Holistic Teaching
and Learning.
Kamloops NITEP is at Thompson Rivers
University. Our students are enrolled in
both full time and part time, elementary,
secondary option. Our students this year
are:

Little Shuswap Band
Oregon Jack Creek Band
Adams Lake Band
Skuppa Band
Ta’an Kwach’anBand
Peguis

Secwepmec
Nlakupmx
Secwepmec
Nlakupmx
Yukon
Metis

Part Time NITEP Students
Donna Major
Ulkatcho
Marilyn Adolph
Xaxli’p Band
Mikhael Swityk
Ditidaht Band

Carrier Nation
Stl’atl’imx
Ditidaht First Nation

Year Two
Cynthia Peters

T’it’q’et Band

Stl’atl’imx

Year Three
Tanya Terbasket
Sara Brown
Angel Mack
Nicole Meldrum
Tabitha Schooner
Stephanie August

Lower Similkameen Band
Lower Nicola Band
Bella Coola
Chehalis Band
Bella Coola
Little Shuswap Band

Okanagan
Nlakupmx
Nuxalk
Sto:lo
Nuxalk
Secwepmec

NITEP students would like to thank everyone
who has supported the Centre throughout
this year.
Nicole Meldrum and Kendelle Weberg are
our student representatives to the First
Nations Education Council this year.
The UBC courses that are offered at this
campus this year include: Term One: SCED
190 with Terry Dale; CUST 396d with Robert
Matthew; EDUC 244,EDUC 141 and EDUC
344 with Karen Blain. Term Two: SCED
190 with Terry Dale; EDST 314 with Dawn
Courage; EDUC 244 and EDUC 345 with
Karen Blain.
Kamloops NITEP would like to welcome
Dr. Mark Aquash, Ojibwe and Potawatomi,
member of the Thunder Clan as the new
NITEP Director. We look forward to your
continued leadership in years to come. On
that note we would also like to thank Dr. Joann Archibald for her continuous support
and leadership of NITEP.
Students plan to fundraise to attend the
International Indigenous Conference in
Hawaii at the end of May 2009. Our highlights
have included our trip down to campus at
the beginning of November 2008. Students
enjoyed mixing and mingling with students
from Duncan, Chilliwack and Urban. Also,
many of the Kamloops NITEP students were
able to attend the International Aboriginal
Conference held in October 2008. These
students would like to thank Dr. Jo-ann
Archibald for this; without her support it
would not have been possible. Students
learned some invaluable information from
well-respected speakers about Aboriginal
education. We have also had a number of
guest speakers visit our classes.
Karen Blain
Coordinator
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Ken McIntyre
My name is Ken McIntyre. I am from Skuppah Indian
Band in Lytton, BC. I am enrolled in NITEP (Elementary
Option) as a first year student.
Transformative Education for me involves student
opinions and ideas in the classroom and using traditional
teaching methods including the medicine wheel, story
telling and teachings from our elders. The medicine
wheel has many different and useful teachings that can
be used in the classroom setting.
I believe that using holistic teaching methods will help
students forward in a positive way. It will give our
students the strength and knowledge to succeed. Our
elders play a vital part in our culture, and students learn
through their stories, songs, dances, and art work.

Noel Froste
My name is Noel Froste, and I am from the Nlaka’pamux
Nation. I am currently enrolled in NITEP as a first year
student, and my goal is to teach at the secondary level.
I believe that to be an effective Aboriginal educator, I
must utilize transformative education, meaning using
holistic teaching styles. Transformative education is
key to Aboriginal student success, which is done by
providing a clearer picture of more traditional Aboriginal
teachings. These traditional teaching styles have been
overlooked and ignored since colonization, dramatically
changing important values which were important to
Aboriginal children. I plan on bringing more culture
into the classroom which will allow students to have a
better and clearer understanding of holistic learning.

Kendelle Weberg
My name is Kendelle Weberg. I am from Quesnel, BC.
I have several different nationalities in my blood lines,
two of which are Tlingit from Alaska and Métis from
Saskatchewan. I graduated from Quesnel Secondary
School in 1999. Directly after graduating from high
school, I upgraded a few courses and regrettably
worked at a fast food restaurant until I was approached
with the opportunity to take the Initial Attack Fire
Fighting course in a little town in the Yukon. I always
knew I wanted to go to university to receive a minimum
of a Bachelor of Arts degree, but I had no idea what I
wanted to go to school for because I had no direction.
I flew up to the Yukon and took the course and got
on at the Fire Centre in Mayo, Yukon for the summer
as the warehouse person. At the end of fire season I
went back to Quesnel in the fall, and after Christmas
I attended Camosun College in Victoria. The following
year, I made the Initial Attack Fire Suppression Crew in
the Yukon and ended up being a crew boss in my first
year of fire fighting, as well as being only one of two
female fire fighters in the whole territory.
During the fall I played around and in the winter I
went back to Camosun College. Following that year,
I decided that I had no interest in becoming a high
school English teacher and quit school. I thought I
would be a good English teacher because I love to
write stories and poetry, but it turned out just because I
loved these didn’t mean that I really liked the program.

I continued to work summers on the I.A. Crew in Mayo,
Yukon. One winter I stayed in the Yukon as I got a job
as a Recreation Director Assistant, but the band lacked
funds to keep the position open. So I sadly left, but felt
that I had been given some direction in life.
A couple of years went by and the job still haunted me.
After six years of fire fighting in total, I finally decided
that I needed to quit. By this time, I had done a little bit
of travelling. I went to Hawaii for just under a month;
San Francisco for just under a month; Mexico; and
Eastern Canada.
I began to upgrade so I could apply to the RN program
in Quesnel because I thought I would enjoy being a
nurse, and I could also move to a different country and
get paid well when I was done. I then met my boyfriend
who had travelled home for his days of rest from his
job in Djibouti, Africa. After a year and half of a long
distance relationship, he quit his job and I quit school.
At that point we had done a fair bit of travelling. We
went to Dubai, Germany, United Kingdom and Hawaii.
I wanted to move to another country and so did he,
so he applied for a job in Mexico City. I taught English
for four months at Price Water House Coopers (a well
known accounting firm) in the heart of Mexico City. We
lived in Condessa (which is kind of like Kitsilano) and
spent many weekends seeing the sights around one of
the largest cities in the world.
We then decided to move back to Canada. Once again,
I went back to school to upgrade and worked at the
plywood plant on the weekends. My boyfriend then got
a job in Kamloops, so a year later I moved to Kamloops.
I applied to Thompson Rivers University and then in the
summer applied to UBC for NITEP. In late August I
found out that I was accepted.
I am really enjoying the program. I am learning more
about the different cultures of Aboriginal people in
Canada, and I am also learning more about myself.
I am in love with learning! I feel that all of my life
experiences have brought me to this wonderful point
in my life where I am excited about learning because
I have direction. The goal that I have with NITEP
and B.Ed is to make a difference in the health and
wellness aspect of all students who cross my path.
My concentrations are in social sciences and physical
education. I plan to use transformative action methods
in my classroom instruction to help my students have
a better understanding of who they are as well as
where they are going in their lives. These methods will
guide me in helping my students feel comfortable with
learning in all aspects of their schooling.
Recently, I attended the Visions Conference and went
to a presentation given by Dr. Lee Brown on Emotional
Education. I found what he had to say very intriguing
as it coincided with what I have been learning in my
classes. The methods that I am learning in my classes, I
feel, should not only be directed to Aboriginal students,
but should be applicable to every student. I feel that
what we are being taught in the classroom right now is
very progressive and positive. These methods will help
us teach our youth to be better people as a whole, who
get along in the world and who emotionally understand
themselves and others they come into contact with.
Teaching understanding and emotional education to all
children will make for a happier person and a better and
more peaceful society. When I am done this degree,
I plan to do my Masters in curriculum planning or
environmental education and communication. Further
down the road, I plan to obtain a Doctorate.

(continued)
Charmayne Jules
Weykt re Skwest Charmayne Jules. Mut Ken e
Secwepemculucw. Re qe7tse Ronnie Jules ell re Ki7ce
Iris Jules. I am from the Adams Lake Indian Band
which is located in Chase, BC. I am currently in my first
year of NITEP (Elementary Option) at the Kamloops
location. In my fourth year of NITEP, I plan on moving
down to Vancouver and continuing my education at
UBC. What transformative action means to me is being
as knowledgeable as I possibly can and pass on my
education, cultural learning, traditions and knowledge
to others. By doing so, this will be creating a traditional
and cultural cycle that can continue being passed on
in the future.

Bonnie Walsh
My name is Bonnie Walsh, and I am Métis. My family
is from Manitoba. Both my mom and dad are Cree. I
am in NITEP and have really enjoyed my first year. The
support received from instructors and classmates is
invaluable.
I am looking forward to beginning my teaching career.
I believe in embracing the uniqueness of individual
students. As teachers, we will be an important part
of their lives, and I want the students to become
empowered by their educational experience. My job is
to instill traditional learning within today’s educational
system. I have worked in School District #73 for
seventeen years as a First Nations Support Worker. I
have seen the difference that Native role models make
in the school. The children need to know that they are
respected for who they are. As an Aboriginal person, you
can help the children to become proud of their culture
as well to grow into strong individuals. The one person
who has influenced me to pursue a teaching degree is
Bella Morris. She has so much love for children. Her
dedication to teaching is remarkable.

Donna Major
My name is Donna Major. I am of Carrier descent and
reside in the Kamloops area. I am currently enrolled in
NITEP as a part-time student. I am gradually working
towards an elementary teaching degree after much
persuasion and encouragement from my colleagues
and friends.
I have been working in the education field for sixteen
years as a First Nations Support Worker. I have worked
with many great teachers and have gained many role
models in education over the years. It is my belief that
with the tools they have given me and my beliefs and
values as an Aboriginal person, I can create a positive,
safe, and enriched environment for the best learning
experience for my students.
Aboriginal people are growing stronger as communities
and as a collective voice. Preparing our children for
their future is a responsibility that I don’t take lightly.
Knowing that our children are ready and prepared to be
leaders to their family, peers and their communities is
what I as a teacher must keep in mind when they enter
my classroom everyday.
I look forward to this journey of my own education and
anticipate a rewarding career.
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Tabitha Schooner

Tanya Terbasket

Lisa Christy

My name is Tabitha Schooner. A lot of people write
about where they come from, how long they have
been in the program and why they are in the program.
I’d like to share some words of encouragement with
everyone, mainly because we can never hear it often
enough. I’m in my third year of university in the NITEP
secondary option. When I was in my first year, I
thought, “God, why am I doing this? It’s going to be a
LONG five years until I am done!” but the days pass
by so quickly. Soon it seems as if the weeks pass by
as if they were only a few days. Then one semester
goes by in a flash, and you’re left wondering how it’s
already December and it only seems like yesterday
that it was September.
To me, it seems like it was just last year that I was
in my first year of NITEP. Now I am in my third year,
and only have just a little over two years left! It wasn’t
always an easy road for me at times, but with my
mom and dad reminding me that this was only five
years of my life, I have persevered. I did the math on
my own, and this is the result I have on how much of
my time is spent on getting my Bachelor of Education
through NITEP. Having at least sixty years left in my
life, five years of it in university was only going to be
about eight percent of my life, if not less. So, rationally
speaking, it’s a short term commitment for long term
results: doors open for a steady job as a teacher and
for a great pay cheque.
If you are in your first years of NITEP and five years
does seem like a long term commitment, just think
about breaking up the five years into short term
commitments, such as placing a goal for yourself for
one school year. Then, when you get half way through
that year, celebrate how well you have done! You can
even make shorter goals for yourself, such as how
well you’ll do in your studies for one week or month –
it works great! It is just like taking baby steps before
you start walking - it’s a little hard at first, but with
practice, it helps a lot! In no time, you will be halfway
through the program. Then next thing you know you
have graduated! Time flies by like nothing else when
you stay focussed. Just remember that this is only a
very small fraction of your life, and if you commit to it,
it will pay off in the end - BIG time!
One teacher I really liked who helped me along in my
first year was Roger Triebwasser. One day he told me,
“When I was going through university, I had a rough
time with one essay. I got stuck, and then I realized
that it was just ONE essay! Just one step closer to
getting my teaching degree and that I couldn’t give up
there. It’s just like going up a set of stairs. Once you’re
done one challenge, you get one step higher – one
step closer to your dreams. It seems like a long ways
away because its five years, but once you’re done,
you are at the top and it’s amazing! You’ll realise
that it was well worth it to climb those steps!” This
really encouraged me to keep on going, no matter
how tough I thought an assignment was going to be,
or how much longer I’d have to be in this program
until I am done. Having people in my life such as my
parents and teachers like Roger Triebwasser is really
encouraging. They have reminded me that sticking
with my plans on becoming a teacher will pay off in
the end even though it seems like an eternity before I
get my teaching degree.

Hello, my name is Tanya Terbasket from the Lower
Similkameen Indian Band located in Keremeos,
BC. Year three has gone by so fast and I’m looking
forward to graduation day. I would like to thank my
band, community, family, Karen Blain, NITEP students
and friends who have helped me to strive for my
goal to become a teacher. I would like to say that it
has been a tough year with losing my grandmother
Betty Terbasket, Uncle Alec Terbasket, Auntie Millie
Terbasket and Cousin Joey Tonasket. All I know is
that I have lots of angels by my side and I am grateful
for having the strength to continue with the NITEP.
My mentors whom I will always look up to are
my Grandmother Betty Terbasket and Aunt Millie
Terbasket. They not only were the glue to our family,
but also gave true meaning to the word dedicated;
therefore, bringing me to where I am today – dedicated
to the NITEP until the end. There will be many trials
and triumphs, but commitment is very important
to succeed in the end. Every time I feel weak, my
grandmother’s voice says in mind, “Never give up.”
This year’s theme is Transformative Action: Holistic
Teaching and Learning. I believe that our education
can only get stronger as we are leaning more towards
holistic teaching and learning. We learn from the past
and create best teaching practices today. I cannot
wait to see the beauty of creating stimulant activities
in various methods with a holistic approach.
When doing some research I found the following
quote:
“There is a serious crisis in education. Students often
do not want to learn and teachers do not want to
teach. More than ever before in the recent history of
this nation, educators are compelled to confront the
biases that have shaped teaching practices in our
society and to create new ways of knowing, different
strategies for the sharing of knowledge ... I add my
voice to the collective call for renewal and rejuvenation
in our teaching practices. Urging all of us to open our
mind and hearts so that we can know beyond the
boundaries of what is acceptable, so that we can
think and rethink, so that we can create new visions,
I celebrate teaching that enables transgressions--a
movement against and beyond boundaries. It is that
movement which makes education the practice of
freedom.” Bell Hooks

My name is Lisa Christy and I am in my second year
of working for Kamloops NITEP as the Administrative
Clerk. Through my employment with NITEP, I have
had the opportunity of meeting some great people
who will soon evolve into incredible teachers.
Being a fourth year social work student at Thompson
Rivers University, I know how school can seem to drag
on forever. The decision to attend university in itself is
huge, and students should be proud of the fact they
are continuing their education. Your dreams begin to
unfold the first day you walk into university. Also, not
only are we seeking role models in our education, but
as students, we are role models!
One of my favourite perks of my job is getting to meet
new students and it is encouraging for me to see the
enthusiasm and determination they have entering into
NITEP. This determination rubs off on to me helping to
push myself to keep working towards my own degree.
NITEP students: you have chosen a career path that
I am sure will be challenging at times, but will also be
continuously rewarding. Keep striving for your goals
and before you know it they will be met and you will
be setting new goals!

Sara Brown
My name is Sara Brown. I am from Merritt, BC and
am Nklapmux of the Lower Nicola Indian Band. I am
a third year NITEP student. Transformative action
and holistic teaching are important to me because
someday soon I will be educating the eager young
minds of tomorrow. I would like to make a difference
with innovative teaching styles that incorporate
holistic teaching and transformative action. I will be
able to share my diverse background with students,
as they will teach me of their special diversity.
I would like to thank Lucinda Isaac and the Lower
Nicola Indian Band for helping me through my
journey of edification. Moreover, I would like to thank
my mom for being a great mentor to me and many
others, for her encouragement, and for showing me
what determination really is as she has laboured
unwavering towards her own educational goals.

ARE YOU
LOOKING
for
a career
as a teacher?
Are you
Aboriginal, Status or Non-Status,
Metis?
Are you ready to undertake the
challenge of
University Education?

THEN LOOK
into NITEP
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DUNCAN CENTRE

Back row (L-R): Joni-Rae Johnson; Cary-Lee Calder; Tammy Jack; Robyn Humchitt.
Front row (L-R): Kathleen Jim; Stephanie Jim; Dr. Mark Aquash, NITEP Director; Verna Aquash; Shannon Taylor Pite;
Nicole Everson; Tracy Sylvester; Jackie Agostinis, Coordinator.

Hello from the Duncan NITEP Centre
We have eleven students attending this year.
We will be choosing our representative
to the First Nations Education Council
later this year. Lynda Moir continues
to do an outstanding job as our centre’s
secretary, and we appreciate the support
she provides to all of us.
We thank Dr. Jo-ann Archibald for her
leadership as Acting Director of NITEP for
the past three years. She is a tremendous
role model for both Aboriginal and nonAboriginal educators. We are fortunate
that she will continue to be involved
with NITEP as the Associate Dean for
Indigenous Education.
We welcome the new NITEP director, Dr.
Mark Aquash. We look forward to his visit to
our centre and sharing ideas with him about
Transformative Action: Holistic Teaching
and Learning.
We would also like to welcome the two new
Elders-in-Residence at Cowichan Campus,
Florence James and Mavis Wyse. Students
always appreciate the opportunity to
interact with elders, and we all benefit from
their wisdom and experience.
The UBC courses offered at our centre
this year are: EDUC 141 with Dr. Carmen
Rodriguez de France, EDST 314 with Dr.
Sayyed Mohsen Fatemi, and EDUC 244
with Jackie Agostinis. We were also very
fortunate to have Ken Porteous as our tutor
for the Vancouver Island University Geology
111/111A course.
First term went well in all UBC courses. As
always, guest speakers added interest and
variety to our classes. Visitors to our EDUC
141 class from Cowichan Campus included
Florence James (Elder-in-Residence), and
Ruth Kroek (Educational Counsellor: First
Nations). They spoke about the importance

Cary-Lee Calder
Nicole Everson
Rosa Horne
Robin Humchitt
Tammy Jack
Stephanie Jim
Kathleen Jim
Joni Johnson
Shannon Taylor Pite
Anita Seymour
Tracy Sylvester

Quatsino
Ojibway
Stz’uminus
Heiltsuk
Khowutzun
Khowutzun
Khowutzun
Mowachaht/Muchalaht
Dzawadaineuk
Khowutzun
Khowutzun

of including culture in education and
encouraged the students to continue with
their educational journey. Fred Roland
spoke about his travels and experiences
with different cultures around the world. In
the words of Dr. Rodriguez de France, “…by
comparing and contrasting, we… were able
to think about the diverse implications that
this represents at different levels: personal,
professional, pedagogical….”
In EDUC 244, Richard Nelson, President of
the Cowichan District Teachers’ Association,
presented information about the British
Columbia Teachers’ Federation and the
British Columbia College of Teachers’
Standards for the Education, Competence
and Professional Conduct of Educators in
BC. Ronda Nicklen, District Principal of
Aboriginal Student Achievement for School
District 79 (Cowichan Valley) talked about
Aboriginal programs and initiatives in the
district. We were very fortunate to attend a
presentation by Dr. Eber Hampton (University
of Regina), who visited Cowichan Campus
as part of VIU’s Aboriginal Speakers Series.
He shared his experiences in education and

the importance of culture and traditions,
and his words motivated and encouraged
us.
We attended the NITEP student gathering
at UBC in October and enjoyed interacting
with NITEP faculty, staff and students from
the other centres as well as listening to the
panel of NITEP grads who shared their
experiences as students and practicing
teachers. The students especially enjoyed
the scavenger hunt, which gave them a
chance to explore the UBC campus. Thank
you to Lucetta George-Grant, Marny Point
and others from NITEP at UBC whose
hard work made the gathering successful.
First term ended with a Christmas breakfast
and gift exchange.
We look forward to a busy second term, with
EDST 314 beginning in January and EDUC
244 continuing. Upcoming events include
possible field trips to band-controlled
schools, and the Aboriginal Education
Enhancement Branch at the Ministry of
Education, a visit from Dr. Aquash, and a visit
from the Years 3, 4, 5 coordinator, Lucetta
George-Grant, to work with students on
course planning and looking ahead to year
3 at UBC.
We will continue to discuss and think
about this year’s theme, Transformative
Action: Holistic Learning and Teaching.
The students are determined to make a
difference in Aboriginal education and
have plenty of ideas about the kinds of
actions that are required by educators and
administrators to improve the success rates
of Aboriginal learners.
If you are travelling through Duncan, please
stop in and visit us at the centre.
Jackie Agostinis, Coordinator
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Thank You to

Louise Underwood
Louise Underwood retired from the position of Elder-in-Residence
at Cowichan Campus in 2008. Over the years, Louise was a source
of inspiration and encouragement to all of us at the Duncan NITEP
Centre. Her door was always open if any of us needed information,
advice, support, or just wanted to chat with her. Louise arranged for
many elders to visit our NITEP classes and joined us whenever she
could for celebrations or lunches. We greatly appreciate everything
that Louise did to contribute to the success of the NITEP students and
the centre.
We miss you, Louise, and wish you all the best in your retirement!

Cary-Lee Calder Hanuse
My name is Cary-Lee Calder Hanuse. I belong
to Quatsino First Nation. I chose NITEP over the
regular education program because I wanted to
be in a supportive familiar environment. Jackie
was very encouraging and believed in me even
before we met in person!
I think transformative action could best be
applied in the area of curriculum and school/
classroom environment. In curriculum, the
action should be including Aboriginal course
content, e.g. books/materials written about
First Nations people. In school/classroom
environment, the transformative action should
be providing several opportunities for students
to shine and be their own ambassadors of
change. I think preparing students not only
to be good students but also helping them to
prepare to be in the workforce is vital. If we as
teachers believe in our students and work every
day towards instilling a positive self-image in
each of them, success will be inevitable.

Rosa Horne
My name is Rosa Horne. I was born and raised
in Ladysmith, BC. I chose NITEP and teaching
not only as a “job”, but as a passion and a
career.
Making a difference by encouraging and being
involved in Aboriginal education has always
been a goal of mine; to watch our Aboriginal
students succeed. Transformative action to me
means taking action and actually making the
effort to encourage, listen, and help students
succeed.

Robyn Humchitt
Yau. My English name is Robyn Humchitt and
I am from the Heiltsuk Nation. I am a first year
NITEP student attending the Duncan Centre
at VIU. I applied to NITEP because of the
focus on Aboriginal culture, and I have also
discovered so much about my own identity. I

envision myself as a proactive teacher who will
focus on revitalizing my culture and language
through inclusion of culture and language
in the curriculum, encouraging community
involvement, assisting with language visibility in
the school environment, and being involved in
both educational and extracurricular activities.

Shannon Taylor Pite

the world. We all have a gift. All I can say is that
I will do my best at all times.
Huy’ch’q’u

Anita Seymour
My name is Anita Seymour and I am a Cowichan
Tribes member. My reason for enrolling into
NITEP is that I have always had a great passion
to assist in enlightening the lives of our future
generations, make the change and be there for
our children.
Two areas that I see myself making a difference
in education are creating a classroom
environment in order to allow students to feel
included and involved within the classroom
environment and including parental involvement
so that parents can support their children while
they are completing their education. Providing
support and encouraging words can help open
paths to success.

Yo! Wiksas Nugwa’am Titilinux! Hi, how are
you? My name is Shannon Taylor Pite. I have
decided at the age of 38 to attend university for
my teaching degree. I have always known that
education played a very important role in my
life. I’ve been working in education for 10 years
and for me, not having an education haunted
me for all those years. I never felt good enough.
I believe if everyone was educated within First
Nations society, we would be further ahead.
We’d have better relationships, higher selfesteem, and a more positive impact on each
other as a whole.
Tammy Jack

Tracey Sylvester
Hello everyone, my name is Tracey Sylvester.
I’m at the Duncan Centre in my second year.
Happy New Year, everyone! I wish only the best
for everyone in 2009.
I watched a DVD called “Teacher Education:
The Knowledge, The Choice, The Future.”
This DVD reaffirmed my choice to be in NITEP,
when I discovered the percentage of Aboriginal
teachers in the system and the percentage
needed! Wow!
I’m scared to be an agent of change - mostly
scared of the unknown. When I think about
the many Aboriginal students in the public
schools, it only reaffirms my dedication to be
an Aboriginal teacher. When I am a teacher,
I’m going to Reassure, Reinforce, and Respect
all students. They are worth it. Students can
be successful and will be successful. I want all
students to know that they have a purpose in

Hello everyone. My name is Tammy Jack. I’m
from Cowichan. I am in my second year in NITEP.
I see the greatest need in Transformative Action
is to educate students about options for the
future. We can do this by making them aware
of what is out there for each of them, allowing
them to have goals and guiding them towards
the goals, and giving students support that they
may need.

Kathleen (Kadee) Jim
Hello, my name is Kathleen (Kadee) Jim. I am
currently living within the Cowichan Warmland,
Vancouver Island, BC. I am in my second year
of the NITEP to become an elementary teacher.
I do believe in following our dreams; it’s
encouraging to carry through with what is our
goal for ourselves. We need more Aboriginal
teachers within our communities that can make
a difference.
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Joni-Rae Johnson

Stephanie Jim

My name is Joni-Rae Johnson. I am from Gold River, the Mowachaht/
Muchalaht First Nations. I began my journey in NITEP almost 2 years ago.
The main force behind my decision to enter the teaching field was my mom.
My mother, Eva Johnson, is such an inspiration to me. She has shown me
understanding, dedication (to both work and people), kindness, and above
all strength.
The transformative action that I think needs to take place is for teachers to be
more understanding. There is a need for all students to have the education
experience that they deserve. This would include a number of elements that
are vital to having a wholesome and positive learning experience. The most
important to me is to include language in each student’s education. Also
important is providing a healthy environment that is safe for students to learn
in and to include all community members in school activities (for example,
elders for language programs, education workers being available to students
to help make better transitions and to help students along their education
paths and toward their goals). Each child is deserving of plenty of support,
guidance, and kindness in making learning meaningful and beneficial to each
individual. I will be a part of this positive change for our future generations.

I am Stephanie Jim, and I am completing my second year of the
Native Indian Teacher Education Program (Elementary option).
The action that I will take when I am in the teacher’s role is
giving encouragement to all students in the classroom towards
learning and being able to speak up in class. If my students are
at different levels of learning, I will point out to all students about
how they have had a good start with their school work. I will
encourage parental involvement because I know how important it
is for a child to grow, and I understand how important the support
from both teacher and parents is for children to learn. There are
a variety of educational computer games, and I would like to
have a couple of games each year in the play time session to
help children build on their vocabulary, spelling or math skills. I
am glad I was encouraged to enroll into NITEP because I can
make a difference with all the knowledge I have gained from my
instructors, with a better understanding of multicultural information
and how information about Aboriginal history is needed within
the community.
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URBAN CENTRE

Front Row (L-R): Coordinator Marny Point, Jacqueline Jim, Karina Harry, Kymberlee Stogan, Tyler Peters.
Back Row (L-R): Tanya Agecoutay, Brandon Peters, Jennifer Anaquod, Brionne Asham, Trinia Pascal.
A greeting from the NITEP Urban Centre! My name is Marny
Point from “xwmuthxium” Musqueam. I am the Coordinator of
the Urban Center; I am also a NITEP Grad (2002)! The Urban
Cohort is on the campus of UBC; our NITEP defined learning
space or “home away from home” is on the traditional territory
of my dear Musqueam people, and in the shared space of the
First Nations House of Learning. I count it a privilege to be
able to come to work each day with such a dynamic group of
coworkers and of course, share with our wonderful students.
As the Urban Coordinator I assist the students with their program
planning, daily schedules. I also instruct their education seminar
and First Nations studies courses, the objectives of those
courses being:
•to provide a nurturing, creative and inclusive classroom
•to make connections with cultural teachings
•to build upon cultural traditions and research Aboriginal
knowledge and ways of knowing
•to introduce lessons plans and the Faculty of Education’s
teachers expectations
•to gain experience in oral presentations and group work
•ensure that honor and value is given to the rich diversity
represented by the various bands and groups in NITEP
Our group is vibrant. They are eager to learn and blend their
cultural teaching and traditions with academics – we have

9 students who are successfully completing term one of the
2008/09 Academic year. We have had a very busy first term,
learning, sharing and realizing the diversity in all of the class
readings, assignments and events happening here on campus.
During our NITEP courses we are thinking critically and employing
our theme this year “Transformative Action” and what that means
to us as teacher candidates.
In closing, the year so far has been filled with many opportunities
for community building: singing and drumming group, informal
group potlucks, and our Urban Secret Santa party to end
the term ~ oh and we cannot forget to mention the ‘surprise’
baby shower! (“Welcome Iona!”) Another highlight was our Fall
Gathering with the larger group of NITEP students from all the
field centres: on-Campus, Duncan, Chilliwack and Kamloops,
and also meeting the new NITEP Director. We all enjoyed visiting
with everyone! But of course – like all good things – it ended too
soon. We look forward to future gatherings. We want to extend
a special thank you to Sheila Maracle for sharing her beautiful
talent and songs.
All Our Relations.

Marny Point
Coordinator

Comments from the Urban Group
There are nine students in the first and second year of the Urban Cohort. What follows are some of our thoughts and
experiences and hopefully some words of encouragement!

First Year Students
Kymberlee Stogan
I am from the Musqueam Nation. I am the great
granddaughter of the late Vincent Stogan Sr.,
whom was instrumental in the development of
the First Nations House of Learning. My great
grandfather Leonard Maracle is also a graduate
of UBC attaining a degree in law. I am currently
enrolled in my first year, Elementary Option.
I graduated from high school in June 2008 at

Point Grey Secondary. In grade 9, I returned to
my elementary school and volunteered my time.
I believe that was when my desire to work with
children began. In grade 11 I began working
with a girls’ group within my community, which
I continue to work with still. I also spent a
summer working with the recreation program
on the reserve, interacting with the children.
Entering NITEP straight out of high school was
a bit intimidating because of the pressures of
university standards. The message I want to

send out to high school students is that you
don’t always need an ‘A’ average or be at the
top of your class, just know that you can do
it. “Anything can happen if you just believe”
(Anonymous). One of my future goals is to
return as a teacher to my local elementary
school where a majority of the children from
my community attend. A common goal of
us Urban NITEP students is to be a positive
change in children’s lives, and in the words of
Barack Obama...”YES WE CAN!”
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URBAN CENTRE

(continued)

Comments from the Urban Group

First Year Students
younger ones because they are our future. It takes a
village to raise a child, and we have always understood
this to be a core belief as Aboriginal people. If we are
to move forward, we need to be in all jobs in society.
Change needs to come from us; do not settle for
mediocrity; be more, be Aboriginal and be the best
you.
Meegwetch, and have a good day!

Brionne Asham
Boozhoo, (a greeting in Ojibwe). I’m Annishinabae
from the Peguis Reserve in Manitoba; the Aboriginal
tongues we speak are Ojibwe and Cree. I was born and
raised in Vancouver. I went to both Britannia schools
on the east side from grade 1 to 12. My mother raised
three children on her own. For the past twelve years,
I continue to Sundance and carry a pipe. I respect
my ancestral ways by not smoking, drinking or doing
drugs. I love the diversity in our Aboriginal people and
think we can all learn from each other.
My reason for joining NITEP - I love working with
children and youth. For about five years, I was a youth
program coordinator with the Arrows to Freedom
Cultural Healing Society (the doors closed in March
2005). I worked with children as young as seven
years old to young adults of twenty-five years old. I
coordinated two groups, one preteen and one youth.
I took a break from working in this field and for the
next few years, just volunteered. I realized I enjoyed
working with Aboriginal children and youth so I applied
to NITEP. I want to support, nurture and encourage
Aboriginal children to succeed in school and in life. I
know a few people who completed NITEP, and after
talking to them, I came to the conclusion this would be
my next best step. I was accepted.
After I complete my degree, I would like to teach right
away with what I’ve learned over the five years at NITEP.
My ideal grades to teach would be intermediate. I
haven’t made my mind up about where I want to teach,
but I do hope within the next few years, the education
system will have built an Aboriginal focused school in
the lower mainland. If they haven’t then I would like to
teach in the inner city.
I would like to encourage you to come to NITEP because
we need more Aboriginal people in the classroom
teaching. We are natural teachers; our beautiful and
distinct Aboriginal societies are built on teaching the

Brandon Peters
I am from Sliammon First Nation and am presently
enrolled in NITEP (Elementary Option). I decided to
enroll in NITEP after teaching in School District #47
(Powell River) for seven months. I taught the Sliammon
language and served as a teacher’s assistant in
learning assistance and alternate education programs.
My work at SD#47 seemed to have so much meaning.
I was working to maintain my language and culture
through teaching Sliammon’s youth. I taught them how
to record the language accurately through phonetic
orthography, and about the traditions of Sliammon.
I also saw the struggles faced by many students,
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal alike. Tasks as simple
as addition, subtraction and even reading are things
that most take for granted, yet many students struggle
or cannot perform these fundamental tasks. I felt that
I was helping to make a difference in lives of all the
children that I worked with; I found a new respect for
teachers and this very honorable profession. I would
have continued to work at SD#47, but I wanted a
degree. I would not be pigeon holed into one subject,
and I would be looked at as a legitimate teacher. I look
forward to helping make a difference in the lives of
the people that I teach and doing what I can for my
community. I eventually would like to complete my
Masters of Education.
Cheh Cheh ha tahn nah pesht (thank you!)

Tanya Agecoutay
I am from the Cowessess First Nation in Saskatchewan.
I am studying for my Bachelor of Education Degree I
chose NITEP (Elementary Option) because I wanted to
improve my outlook on Aboriginal culture in respect to
the education of Aboriginal students. I want to be a
role model for Aboriginal students, in general. Upon
completion of this program, I would like to work
both with Aboriginal and Aboriginal children in an
elementary school setting, possibly here in Vancouver
or in Saskatchewan. I believe that all students,
including Aboriginal students, deserve a fair shot at an
education and to succeed. That’s why my long-term
goal is to become an Aboriginal educator and to be a
part of the solution to the education system which is in
place today. Thank you and I look forward to the rest
of my studies at UBC.

Teekahnuch (Tyler Peters)
I am from the Sliammon First Nation located on the
Sunshine Coast in Powell River, BC. I am currently
in my first year NITEP (Elementary Option). Before I
entered NITEP, I took a few years off of school to figure
out what I wanted to do with my life. I always knew that
education was the key in opening the door to my future,
but I was unsure as to what my career aspirations
were. After a lot of soul searching and reflecting on my
personal interests and goals, I realized that NITEP was
the ideal program that would help me achieve both. I
have always enjoyed working with children, and found
it to be rewarding and invaluable. Upon completion
of NITEP, I intend to return to my home town, where
I hope to set a strong example and have a positive
impact on the future generations of my people. With
the techniques learned from NITEP I hope to instill my
passion for life, culture, and spirituality into my future
students. Thank you.

Second Year Students
Jennifer Anaquod
I am from Muscowpetung First Nation in Saskatchewan.
I am in my second year of NITEP (Elementary Option).
I first came into NITEP because I wanted to work with
children within the education system. My experiences
in my early years of education were not pleasant, and I
wanted to be able to provide good experiences for this
generation of learners. I have in the last year changed
my goals after graduation. My plans now include getting
my masters degree and working behind the scenes in
the more political areas of education. I am a proud
mother of a 14-year-old amazing daughter, Shantee,
who provides tremendous support in everyday life as
well as when it comes to my education goals. I am
currently (any day now) awaiting the birth of my son. My
NITEP family has been a great source of support during
the school year. Becoming part of NITEP has extended
my family and I look forward to my years ahead with
everyone.

Trinia Pascal
kalhwá7acw I am from the Lil’wat Nation located in
Mount Currie, B.C. I am currently in my second year
at NITEP (Elementary Option). I first learned of NITEP
through an Instructor at the Native Education Center,
where I was earning my Early Childhood Education
certificate. The instructor had said to me that I should
really look in to this program because she thought

that I would do very well. At a very young age I knew
that I wanted to teach children and after graduation I
felt that I could go a step beyond my ECE certificate
and enrolled myself in NITEP. Although my time here
has been challenging (essays, exams, etc.), it’s the
challenges that makes us grow as people. My time here
has been a very positive experience, and the people
that I have met and the knowledge I have acquired will
be with me for the rest of my life.
After I earn my Bachelor of Education degree, I plan
to move back home and not only teach but better the
lives of the people living in my community by inspiring
a desire for learning in the future generations.
Kúkwstum7ckacw, (Thank You)

Karina Harry
Ajechxwoot? (Hi, how are you?). I am from the
Sliammon First Nation, located in Powell River BC,
along the Sunshine Coast. I am in my second year
at NITEP (Elementary Option), at the Urban Centre.
I joined NITEP in hopes to successfully achieve my
Bachelor of Education, so I can be a positive role model
for many Aboriginal people, especially those from for
my reserve. When I researched NITEP, I immediately
knew this is what I wanted to do for the rest of my life.
I have dreams and aspirations to educate our people,
focusing on holistic education and transformative
action. After attaining my B.Ed. I would like to move

back to my reserve and teach Kindergarten or Grade
1. However, I am considering furthering my education
by concentrating on a field in speech therapy or special
education. I have always had a passion for working
with children and know I can have a positive impact
on their lives, by being a supportive and inspirational
teacher. Teaching is such a rewarding job, knowing you
are molding something so fragile such as the mind of
a child. I am glad I have chosen teaching as my career
path. I look forward to meeting everyone from the other
field centres and wish you all the best with your studies
and future endeavors.

Jacqueline Jim
I am from both the Secom First Nation on Vancouver
Island and the Lummi Tribe in Washington. I always knew
I was going to go to university, and while I was growing
up I was always told I had qualities to be a teacher. I
took that seriously and in the end decided to pursue
education. I’m now in my second year of the NITEP
(Secondary Option). After I’ve had some experience
teaching in a classroom, I’d like to go back home and
learn more about my own Aboriginal language and
hopefully be able to teach that as well. I’d like to be a
prominent example for our future generations, showing
that education is attainable and you can strive to be
more than you think! I’m going for my Bachelor Degree,
Masters Degree, and then a Ph.D.!
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Year 3
Fiona LaPorte
To prepare the pumpkin for the bannock,
preheat oven to 300 degrees Fahrenheit. Cut
the pumpkin in quarters, place it flesh side up
on a cookie sheet and bake for 11/2 to 2 hours
(depending on thickness). Once cool enough
to handle, scrape the fruit from the shell, using
an ice cream scoop or large metal spoon. While
the pumpkin is still warm, blend on medium,
while adding brown sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg
and allspice (to taste).
To prepare the bannock, measure into a mixing
bowl:
1 C flour
1 Tbsp baking powder
1 pinch salt
Once thoroughly mixed, slowly stir into
pumpkin mixture. Work in enough to make
a soft dough. Once desired consistency is
achieved, roll out on floured board and cut into
pieces. This recipe should yield approximately
6 to 8 pieces of bannock. Bake on a cookie
sheet for 12 – 15 minutes then cool (only
slightly though, as it’s best served warm with
butter).
A great way to make any recipe low fat is to
simply substitute the butter or oil (called for
in the recipe) for the same amount of any fruit
puree on hand.
Enjoy!

Kamloops. At first this campus was very scary, but I
am now enjoying it. I am living on campus, which has
made the transition a lot smoother. I cannot believe I
am in year three of the program; it seems to have gone
by so fast. It feels like it was only yesterday when I first
walked into the NITEP doors in Kamloops. I cannot
wait to be a teacher, but I am enjoying being a student.
Good luck to those in first year and attending the field
centres - enjoy it because it goes by quickly.

Reginald Sam

Hello, my name is Reginald Sam. I am from
the Tseshaht and Ditidaht First Nations on the
west coast of Vancouver Island. I am currently
in my third year of NITEP (Elementary Option).
This year, my classmates have given me the
honour to represent them as chief of the
Aboriginal Students Association at UBC. This
position is a great way to get the voice of
NITEP and Aboriginal issues that need to be
addressed heard. Also we get to host some
great coffee houses.
This year has been interesting; with my new
engagements I have been both challenged
academically as well as mentally. Overall,
it is always a great blessing to have my
NITEP family there for support. I would also
like to welcome all those students that have
transferred here from the field centres. It is
always a great thing when our group can unite
for a great year of academia and fun. Good
luck to all in their studies, and I extend an
Lillian Ryan
invitation to those out there who are interested
My name is Lillian Ryan. I am in year 3 of NITEP in teaching to join our NITEP team.
(Secondary Option). I have enjoyed being in Chuu Kleco.
this program for the last two and a half years. Thank you.
I have made wonderful friends that I know will
be friends for a lifetime. Without these friends
I would probably not have made it this far. By Rupert Richardson
being in this program, you will make friends
that will be a network for you. This network Transformation is good. I like the movie
will be a great help to you in the future.
transformers. I want to be a transformer.
As for Transformative Action, I like the ideas Transformation can have many different
being presented in my courses on how to meanings when it comes to education.
bring Aboriginal learning within the classroom. There are the questions of what is being
I have learned how to do it descriptively. I can transformed, who is being transformed and
describe something from memory. I’ve learned who is doing the transforming. There is a
to ask questions. I’ve also learned to help the need for transformation in today’s educational
students to be open to new ideas so we don’t curriculum. In order to make this curriculum
stop them from learning or asking questions. relevant for Aboriginal students, it must be
Bringing in elders is another good way for transformed into something that they feel is
students to learn. There is so much to learn speaking to them or relating to their lives. This
to be a teacher, whether we teach in an urban transformation is beginning to occur in many
setting or a rural setting.
different schools with courses such as First
Nations Studies 12 and First Peoples English
12. This is a great place to start regarding
curriculum that is meaningful to Aboriginal
Natasha Seymour
students.
Hello, my name is Natasha Seymour. I am third year In my future job as a transformative teacher, I
NITEP (Elementary Option). I come from the Tahltan and must consider three important ideas regarding
Tsimshian Nations. I spent my first two years in NITEP transformative teaching. First, education is
at the Kamloops Field Centre. Although, I am enjoying constantly changing. My mother’s education
the transition from Thompson Rivers University to the is different from my own and in turn will be
UBC Campus, I do miss Kamloops sometimes. It had different from my future children’s. In order to
a great atmosphere and I miss my fellow students in give the best educational experience, I must

constantly be transforming with the times.
Second, with the changing curriculum there
has to be a middle ground regarding Aboriginal
curriculum and the mainstream educational
curriculum, with the same importance being
given to each set of educational values. This
will help Aboriginal students to realize that
their ways of learning and teaching are just
as important as the dominant educational
system’s values. I feel this will help to instill a
sense of pride within the Aboriginal students.
Thirdly, education must be taught in a way
that is relevant to Aboriginal students.
There needs to be a shift in the outlook and
perspective of Aboriginal students regarding
education. To ensure that this occurs, these
students need to become transformed.
Students’ outlooks on school will change
when they see that what they are being taught
was created for them. I see this as a great
stepping stone towards transformation, but
I feel we can go even further. I feel that this
transformation at an earlier age will allow
Aboriginal students to be empowered and
take control of their own education. I can’t
wait to become a transformer!
Rupert Richardson

Angie Peers-Wallace
My name is Angie Peers-Wallace I am from
two beautiful Aboriginal communities, Coast
Salish area Tsleil-Waututh and on the North
West Coast Heiltsuk Nation. Following my
matrilineal lines, I belong to the Wolf Clan;
however, as I said I am from two beautiful
communities, therefore on my father’s side we
belong to the Eagle Clan. Those are my roots
but my family branches off to other Aboriginal
communities wide spread north and south of
the border.
My husband and children are very supportive
to my education. We may have our differences
but we’re still standing together, united as one.
Actually my oldest child understands what I
am doing and my younger children know that
“mommy goes to school too, just like me.”
And that’s what keeps me going, my children,
my family, extended family and friends.
There has been tremendous support that I
have received from past educators at NEC and
I would now like to acknowledge them for their
continued support. I would like to say a huge
thanks to my NITEP coordinators, Lucetta and
Marny. I could go on all day thanking everyone
who has given me that helping hand and/or
encouraging words.
I am in my third year in the NITEP and it’s a
friendly, supportive, family-like environment.
Recently during one of our classes, I told my
classmates that they are my backbone. That
is how I feel about all the people mentioned
above. If you’re thinking of being a teacher,
come to NITEP. It’s a home away from home
where you meet great people and lifelong
friends.
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Year 3 (continued)
Clinton Charlie
You can’t handle the truth (Jack Nicholson)
Under the O – 69! My aunty yells Bingo, then
she wakes up from her dream and sees a
poster of Stephen Harper on her ceiling. Elders
of my community look up to me because I am
six feet and often taller than most of them.
On a serious note I am Clinton Charlie from
the Penelakut tribe. I am the proud father of
several children. Currently I am in year three
of NITEP (Secondary Option). I have heard
that there have been several concerns from
students being scared and leaving their homes
and moving to UBC to complete their degree.
We are here just for a short time!
Yes, we do leave our friends, culture, homes
and families for a little period of time; but like
everything in life there is the other side of the
coin. You gain so much more by moving to UBC
campus. Indeed you do leave your families,
but once you are here you instantly gain new
lifelong UBC family and friends. It is easy to
adjust to life at UBC while you are here, and if
you are having troubles with anything there is
great staff to assist you with anything.
To be honest, time does go by quickly. My first
semester is almost over already; you stay so
busy and have so much fun here time flies by.
So, do not be afraid to move over here for a short
and entertaining time. We need to remember
that our ancestors, grandparents and parents
never kept still in one place for very long. They
followed the seasons, food and jobs, so you
cannot use the excuses that you can’t leave

home, our people never go anywhere and
you’re too scared too leave home. So build up
your courage and move here. It is experience
that you will never forget; and you get to meet
cool people like Rupert. Together we will walk
through the grad door and make a change for
the better for our communities. Anything can
be achieved and you can succeed if you put
your mind and heart into it.
For the people
Fergie

Victoria Rafighi
Anishinabe
As a student in the third year of NITEP
(Elementary Option), I am continually
transforming my knowledge and my identity
as well as what it means to be an educator.
The classes I choose are often forced by
scheduling constraints in regards to my family,
which means often I am not directly in control
of my transformation of knowledge. I trust
the Creator to give me the wisdom to make
good use of the choices I am left with and to
learn as much possible. Sometimes a course
that I intensely dislike will be the one I will
remember the teachings from the longest. The
courses that many of us struggle so hard with
can help us to develop and make us better
teachers (and people) than we may have been
if we had chosen the easiest road possible.
We know that we will encounter students who

will be really struggling with concepts and
ideas in our classrooms, and it is our goal to
encourage them not to give up but provide
them with whatever they need to succeed.
Sometimes that may just mean lending a bit of
courage. The best advice a classmate given to
me lately was when I was really struggling in
a course and just wanted to quit. She smiled
and said, “Push through it.” I think she was
telling me that my determination can carry
me a long way, and it has. I plan to pass this
particular course and it may be my worst mark
of this term but it will be the one will mean the
most to me.
I also reflect on the transformation of the family
that occurs when students have children and
partners to take care of in addition to their
studies. The children in these families are able
to see the study habits necessary to succeed in
school. They know the time involved and how
important their parents consider education.
They sense that the sacrifices that are made
for education are not just for them but for the
children their parents will be teaching, the
communities they will be teaching in, and the
value of helping all our relations. Education
becomes more than an individual goal or
achievement. Families often go without things
and make sacrifices to enable the NITEP
students to reach the goal of graduating with
a Bachelor of Education. This is both a burden
of responsibility and a blessing to try to be
of service to others. It makes our efforts and
struggles meaningful. Education transforms
the student and those around them.

Front row (L-R):
Lillian Ryan, Marya
Luby, Fiona LaPorte,
Victoria Rafighi.
Middle row (L-R):
Natasha Seymour,
Jessica Bedard,
Denise McLaughlin,
Suzanne Collison,
Lucetta GeorgeGrant (Coordinator)
Back Row (L-R):
Donavin Robinson,
Clinton Charlie,
Angie PeersWallace, Reg Sam
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News from Alumni
Lena Azak, Grad 1999
Hello from the Nass Valley. Hello to our friends from previous NITEP classes
and hello to the new NITEPers.
We’re happily living at home in Gitwinksihlkw. Derek (Grad 2002) is still
teaching high school Math and Science, and I’m still teaching grade one. I
am enjoying being back in the classroom, but am finding it hard being away
from my kiddies.
We have our two happy kids; Owen is now three and Lily is one. Owen is a
real silly character with loads of energy, and Lily is a “queenie” with a cute little
smile.
To all our family that we made while at NITEP - we miss you and think of you
often! To the new up and comers - keep it up, it may be difficult at times, but
hang in there. We need you!

Renee Diemert, Grad 2004

Caroline Humchitt, Heiltsuk, Grad 2004

I am happy to say that I am doing well and currently working
for the Vancouver School Board. I have been working with
the board for the last five years. I started working full-time at
Gladstone Secondary four years ago in a district program for
students in grades 10-12 with diagnosed learning disabilities
and behaviour disorders. This last September I started a
new job and my new position at Gladstone as the Career
Programs Coordinator. In this position I work with mainstream
grade 11 and 12 students. Some of my responsibilities
entail organizing work experience placements out in the
community, setting up apprenticeships in various trades, as
well as organizing career exploration opportunities. My new
position is very exciting and challenging.
As a teacher, I have realized the importance of being an
effective communicator and how communication is such a
huge part of our job. On a regular basis we communicate with
students, colleagues, administrators, parents, guardians,
the school nurse, police liaison officer, counsellors,
psychologists, social workers, librarians, the accountant,
First Nations outreach workers, multicultural workers,
translators, youth and family workers, teacher assistants,
and the school secretary and office staff and many others.
In my current position I’m in constant communication with
employers, the Ministry of Education and the Vancouver
School Board office staff, along with other Career Program
Coordinators across the district and province. I need to be an
effective communicator. At Gladstone, many of our students
are ESL and their parents do not speak English which makes
communication difficult, but not impossible. I have to work
with cultural workers regularly. When communicating with
employers I work with many different people from many walks
of life such as professionals with PhDs in post secondary
institutions or doctors’ offices, engineering firms, financial
institutions or highly technical labs to immigrants running a
small business or family owned and operated businesses.
I feel that a Master’s in Communication is exactly what I
need to continue to be an effective communicator, teacher
and Career Programs Coordinator. I am currently in the
process of applying for a Master of Arts in Professional
Communication with a Specialization in Intercultural and
International Communication, at Royal Roads University in
Victoria.
In closing, NITEP and the First Nations House of Learning
staff were very special and inspirational to me. I plan on
advising many First Nations students about the amazing
programs that UBC offers and the home away from
home atmosphere that the Longhouse provides for all of
the students. I would not have been successful without
the support and encouragement from NITEP and the
Longhouse.

My teaching journey began when I was a little girl playing school with my sisters. I
always wanted to be the teacher while my two older sisters were the students. If I
wasn’t playing with my sisters, I would be ‘teaching’ my dolls and stuffed animals.
My name is Caroline Humchitt. With the support of my husband and my two beautiful
children, I graduated from NITEP in 2004. I went on to teach at my home town,
Bella Bella, B.C. for three years. Living by the ocean with many knowledgeable local
people gives educators plenty of opportunity to teach practical cultural themes.
I am currently in my second year of teaching Kindergarten in Chilliwack, B.C. The
river is to the Chilliwack people as the ocean is to the Bella Bella people. I am
proud to be involved with the many traditional events, such as The First Salmon
Ceremony, which involves the whole community sharing a traditional day eating
salmon and singing traditional songs. I also enjoy taking my students canoe pulling,
led by some local past and present canoe pullers. We go on numerous field trips as
well as do in-class activities, and the parental support is spectacular this year.
I have met many people in the Chilliwack community, including teachers, elders,
and local people who are always willing to share stories, resources or knowledge of
their traditions. The first people I meet at the beginning of each school year are the
students and parents. Rather than having the parents come to the school to meet
with me, I do home visits so that I may get to know the parents in an environment
where they feel comfortable. I phone the parents often to talk about fieldtrips,
concerns or other reasons, but the best phone call parents can receive is when a
teacher phones to tell them that their child had an awesome day.
The kindergarten students enjoy dancing, singing and doing many practical lessons.
The best compliment a teacher can get from a small child is, “You’re silly, teacher!”
with little giggles. That means that we are all having fun and the children realize
that it is okay to have fun and be silly when the time is appropriate.
To date my life is balanced with my family in one hand and my teaching in the other.
The two of them together give me a sense of being whole and I would not want to
live my life any other way.
It is nice to see former classmates (who have become lifetime friends) at conferences.
Best wishes to all the future teachers! May your teaching experiences be as glorified
as mine has been.

Colleen Marchant, Grad 2002
Here’s what has been happening with me! After graduating from NITEP, I went to
teach in Ahousat because I had never lived on the Rez and experienced the good
and the bad. I spent five very rewarding years there teaching Kindergarten, Grade
1 and Grade 2. There were several NITEP grads there, including my principal, Greg
Louie. Greg took me ‘under his wing’ and I learned a great amount of the Nuu-chahnulth culture, for which I am very grateful. One thing I did learn was that I had more
to learn! So for the past three years I have been working on my M.Ed at UVic in
curriculum, so that I can do a better job of teaching a culturally revelant curriculum
For the past two years I have been teaching Grade 1/2 at Seabird Island, where I did
my first NITEP practicum. It has made me more aware of the differences in cultural
practices among our Aboriginal people. It is all good though! I have very fond
memories of my NITEP time...the teachers, students and classes. I will always be
grateful to the program for making my dream come true - to teach young Aboriginal
children.
All my relations.
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More Alumni News
Holistic
c Teaching and Transformative Action
in the University of British Columbia’s
Humanities 101 Program
William Lindsay with an iceberg, near St. John’s,
Newfoundland, June 2008.

Greetings fellow NITEP alumni and people interested in NITEP! I am a
proud NITEP graduate, (1996). After this achievement, I was able to
complete a Master of Arts degree in History (1996-1998) and to sneak
in three years of doctoral work over the last few years, all here at UBC.
My journey through the field of teaching since graduation has been a
sojourn of unexpected surprises and unforgettable adventures.
Although my many NITEP practicums (remember those?) were with
public school kids, ranging in grades from three to twelve, my twelve
years of teaching since graduation have all been in the field of adult
education. This has been done at the Lower Mainland’s Native Education
College, Douglas College, the Institute of Indigenous Government (now
NVIT-Vancouver), and now at UBC. Although I have had the pleasure
of working with students from many ethnic backgrounds, most of my
work has been done with adult Aboriginal learners. I have been in this
business long enough now to see many of these ones graduate and to
go on to careers as nurses, teachers, civil servants, police officers, band
administrators, lawyers, educational administrators, university faculty,
musicians, etc. It has been thrilling to see. Having a Vancouver city
police officer come up to me at a career fair and introduce himself as a
former student of mine, and say how much my teaching about Aboriginal
issues was now helping him “on the beat” on the Downtown Eastside,
was one memorable thrill. He was remembering the history that he was
taught about the background of many of these people, going beyond
just seeing what appeared to the eyes. Education had certainly been a
transforming experience for this earnest young officer.
This year I am serving as the Associate Director pro tem for the First
Nations House of Learning in addition to my regular duties as the
Coordinator for Aboriginal Student Services.It is a fascinating job and
amongst other things, it sometimes allows me to travel to distant places
to attend conferences. I was able to visit St. John’s, Newfoundland this
past June 2008, where I presented a paper at the annual conference for
the Canadian Association of College and University Student Services
(CACUSS). Newfoundland is a very beautiful place and the conference
was held at a time of year when icebergs were passing by. The photograph
associated with this article is me with one such berg, on a typically stormy
Newfoundland day. Although I kept thinking of the Titanic as we circled
this iceberg a few times, it was still a thrill to see. One of those “top fifty
things you want to see before you die” kind of moments.

My current position here at UBC allows me some time to teach
in the university’s Humanities 101 program (or Hum 101 as it is
affectionately called). This free and non-credit university program
allows residents of Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside to travel to UBC
and take a year long course, to give them a taste of the university
experience. Bus fare, meal tickets, and child care costs are provided
for as part of the program. Most students are Aboriginal people but
a mixture of other ethnic groups is represented as well. I come in
to the program once a week each semester and teach a unit on
Aboriginal Studies, which was my field of expertise in my college
teaching days. Other weeks, other faculty and experts come in and
teach about topics as diverse as art, architecture, English, history,
human rights, and sociology. There are a variety of field trips also
associated with the program. This combined with the plethora of
topics considered in the university setting, provides attendees with
a holistic learning experience. Attendees have raved about how
much they enjoy the program, and graduates are often involved later as
volunteers and mentors for others. I am thrilled “to keep my toe in the
teaching water”, so to speak, working twice a year in Humanities 101. I
see the difference it makes in the lives of the students, who are able to
get a taste of life beyond the Eastside, and into the world of art, poetry,
history, and literature. I’ve seen graduates of the program get jobs that
they have said they wouldn’t have had the confidence to try if it were not
for their experience in Hum 101. Now, that’s transformative learning in
action!
One other experience with a graduate of Hum 101 stays with me. I was
enjoying a meal in Vancouver’s Chinatown one day, when someone who
looked like they were high on drugs came in and started to terrorize the
staff with threatening behavior and pointedly racist language. I looked
around and saw no male staff members working, and the frightened
female staff looking like they didn’t know what to do. I told my wife that
I could put up with a lot but having grown up with racism through large
parts of my life, I just couldn’t sit there and listen to someone spew forth
a racist rant without saying something. As I got up to tell the “visitor”
to be quiet or leave, I noticed out of the corner of my eye someone
else getting up to join me. Low and behold, it was someone that I
had taught in Humanities 101 the year before! Confronted by us two
somewhat “bulky” characters, the unwelcome visitor left quietly and the
incident ended peacefully. We two Hum 101 alumnus thereafter had a
joyful reunion, recounting our Hum 101 days (me as former teacher, he
as former student), and marveled at how we were now sticking up for
one another like brothers here in the “outside world”. It was an emotional
event with a happy ending. The power of this shared experience had
bonded two people in an unexpected and rewarding way, and the
common connection in this incident was Humanities 101. Such is the
power of teaching, learning, and Hum 101!
I wish my NITEP alumnus, out there in “the world”, well. I often wonder
what became of the many acquaintances I met during my own NITEP
sojourn from 1991-1996, when I went through my own transformative
and holistic educational experience. If you are out there reading this, I
wish you the best and I hope to see you sometime!
William G. Lindsay B.Ed. M.A. (Cree-Stoney)
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NITEP Director
Visits the Field Centres

Dr. Mark Aquash
with Kamloops
Students.

Jackie Agostinis
(coordinator, Duncan
Centre), Maria
Lauridsen (principal,
Cowichan Campus,
VIU) and Dr. Mark
Aquash with the
paddle gifted to the
Cowichan Campus
by Chief Shawn
Atleo, Chancellor of
VIU.

Dr. Mark Aquash
(director) and
Saylesh Wesley
(coordinator,
Chilliwack Centre)

Winter is a time for visiting as well as sharing stories. During this past winter, I have
been visiting the NITEP Centres in Kamloops, Duncan and Chilliwack to visit and
share stories. Not only has it been an adventure moving here to British Columbia as
the new NITEP Director, it has been very exciting visiting the centres.
On December 11th I headed out to Kamloops to visit the NITEP Centre and the
partnership between the University of British Columbia, Thompson Rivers University
and the Aboriginal community of Kamloops. There was lots of snow when I arrived
and even more snow on Friday morning when I was picked up at the hotel that I
stayed at.
Kamloops is awesome and the people are too. We had a good visit at the University.
Even though the school was out for the semester and there was a good snow storm
brewing, there were many community members, faculty and staff from TRU as well
as many students that came out and welcomed me. We shared a prayer, some food
and had a visit along with lots of laughs. There was some dried moose meat that
I really enjoyed. That evening the NITEP students and some of the community
members hosted a gathering that lasted into the night. Thank you to all those
involved, especially the host and hostess and their beautiful home. Thank you to
Karen Blain, NITEP Coordinator at Kamloops, for providing such a welcome and
friendly environment.
I found myself heading to Horse Shoe Bay and catching a Ferry to Vancouver Island
to visit the Duncan NITEP Centre on January 25th. I was accompanied by my lovely
wife Verna; she agreed to do the driving for me. Again, it was such an awesome
day and a beautiful view. It was quite gray and raining on the Sunday morning, but
during the afternoon there was a bright blue sky and the sun was out. It was the first
time that we rode on the ferry, and we arrived at Nanaimo in the late afternoon.
Chemainus was the locale for our stay on Vancouver Island. Duncan was just a
short drive down the road on Monday morning where NITEP Coordinator at Duncan,
Jackie Agostinis, gave me a tour. After the tour, I met the principal of the Cowichan
Campus of Vancouver Island University (VIU), Maria Lauridsen. We had a short
visit and interesting conversation. I shared my progressive ideas on First Nations
education that I have experienced over the years. Maria was very kind and friendly
and took some time to explain a canoe paddle that was a gift to the Cowichan campus
from the VIU Chancellor. We took some pictures with the canoe paddle.
My Tuesday at Duncan was very special and we had a wonderful experience attending
the meet and greet that was set up by Jackie and the NITEP students. Lots of snow
on the ground and in the trees added to the awesome winter landscape. My wife
attended the morning activities with me and we had some deep discussion on a wide
variety of mostly educational issues with the group. There were many important
people from around the area in attendance representing the local school district
as well as VIU faculty and staff. Thank you to Jackie, the NITEP students and all
involved for such a warm and friendly gathering in Duncan.
Just recently, I took my final adventure to Chilliwack, again accompanied by my
wife Verna. We got to Chilliwack during the evening of February 4th. We visited the
NITEP Centre at the University of the Fraser Valley (UFV) in Chilliwack on Monday.
We were met by Saylesh Wesley, the NITEP Coordinator at UFV Chilliwack and given
a short tour of the building. Many important people from the community and from
UFV came out to meet and greet us. We had a round of introductions, and I provided
a little extra about where I am from and some of my educational experience. The
NITEP students came in later in the afternoon and introduced themselves. We had
some time for discussion and I fielded many questions about who I am and described
some of my experiences as a teacher and as a principal working in both an urban
and in a band operated school.
On Friday February 5th, we attended the Career Fair sponsored by the Sto:lo Nation
at the Landing Sports Centre in Chilliwack. We had lots of fun meeting kids from
the 7th grade up to adults. We gave out lots of information packets and met lots of
people. Much thanks goes out to Saylesh Wesley and Verna Aquash for spending time
at the NITEP information booth. Thank you to the NITEP students at Chilliwack for
giving Verna and myself such a warm reception.
To all the NITEP field centres, thank you for your time and effort. You were all great
at hosting our visit over the past couple of months. I look forward to seeing you
again soon. Chi-Meegwetch, Big Thank you
Dr. Mark Aquash, NITEP Director
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Announcements

Acknowledgement

We are please to announce
an Urban NITEP Baby!!
It’s a boy!!
Born to Jennifer Anaquod, 2nd year NITEP
Johnathan Nathaniel Anaquod
Became a NITEP baby
on December 11, 2008

On-campus Year 3 Baby!!
Born to Denise McLaughlin,
3rd Year NITEP
Ilona Violet McLaughlin
Became a NITEP baby on October 22, 2008

Anastasia Leigh McIntyre
Born October 21, 2008
at home with a midwife.
Proud parents are Ken & Kathy McIntyre

Kendelle Weberg and Blaine Johnsten
Engaged on Christmas Day!
Wedding date set for October 30, 2010

Rhea Ali Arnouse & Scott Marriott
Engaged!
No date set yet.

Gordon Elliott
Gordon R Elliott, born April 19 1920, was a much-loved and respected university teacher
and mentor....From his early years, Gordon had connections with First Nations people.
He was keen to encourage First Nations students to qualify as teachers, having seen
how teachers so often hold the key to the future of entire communities. He had a special
understanding of students from small towns and students facing particular challenges in
reaching university level. Gordon has left a legacy increasing the value of the UBC
Alumni NITEP Scholarships that assist students in the Native Indian Teacher
Education Program.
Excerpt from The UBC Development Office
NITEP would like to express sincere thanks for the very generous contribution received
from the Estate of Gordon Elliott toward the UBC Alumni NITEP Scholarship. We are
including excerpts from a letter by Margaret Hoshield.
…. Gordon wished to encourage First Nations students to qualify as teachers, because
teachers could change and mould lives, and he believed wholeheartedly in encouraging
others and to teach well. He wished to encourage education in any and all forms,
especially for students from small towns, or students who experience particular struggles
in reaching university level. He was always keen to encourage First Nations students,
in any discipline, understanding all too well the nature of the problems they sometimes
face.
Coming as he did from small communities in the interior of BC, being brought up in
Williams Lake and Revelstoke in the 1920s and 30s, he had many connections amongst
First Nations people when he was young. He was the only child, and the only member
of his extended family to receive an education. He knew and understood the power of
education in helping broaden horizons and improve lives. He also knew very well how
easy it is to stay put in small communities for fear of leaving, for fear of the big city,
for lack of money. I believe it was for this reason he earmarked some of his estate for
NITEP.
Gordon was truly an egalitarian, and a passionate Canadian. No one I have ever known
has taught me more about what it truly means to be educated. I hope this spirit lives on,
however indirectly, in the lives of students who will benefit from his estate.

In Memoriam
Community Leader Liz Robertson remem
remembered
Elizabeth Ann Robertson (nee Armstrong) passed away peacefully
April 23, 2008 in Victoria, BC., predeceased by her husband of
almost 55 years – Quintin (June 26, 2007), their son Ted (1977)
and her brother George (2001).
Liz is lovingly remembered by her daughters Irene (Ray Kenny)
and Caroline (Howard Erickson); granddaughters Alison and
Erin; sisters-in-law Elaine Hollin (Stan) and Joan Armstrong; her
nieces and nephews; and many close family friends.
Liz was born in Penticton B.C. January 19, 1932, and grew up in
Keremeos where her family owned orchards. At 16 she moved to
Vancouver to study for a teaching certificate. She briefly taught at
a number of schools in the lower mainland....
From 1974–78 she was a Visiting Lecturer at UBC, and she (was
the coordinator of the) Williams Lake (NITEP Centre) .... NITEP
allowed Aboriginal students to complete the first two years of a
Bachelor of Education degree in their community. Today, some
of her former students are teaching in the Cariboo–Chilcotin or
have moved on to other careers.
As well, Liz was a founding member of the Cariboo Friendship
Centre and served as its Treasurer for many years, ultimately being
chosen to be a Life Member. Liz felt herself lucky to know and be

friends with many families in the First Nations and Aboriginal
communities.
Liz put into practice her creed that people ought to be involved
in their communities by contributing tremendously to the city in
many ways. Liz served one term as a City Counsellor and during
that time represented the city at various Treaty Negotiation
Tables. Later she continued as a community member of the
Regional Advisory Committee....
In the larger scheme of things, Liz served three terms as a
community member of the National Parole Board. She was a
long time director of the Social Policy and Research Council of
BC, and was proud to have been a Director of the Interior Health
Authority, where she chaired the Aboriginal Health and Wellness
Committee.
Liz’s contributions were formally recognized in several ways:
Williams Lake Citizen of the Year, 1996; Canada 125 Medal for
Community Service (1993); and Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal
(2003)….
Excerpts reprinted with permission from the Williams Lake
Tribune (May 01, 2008) and Liz Robertson’s family.
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In Memoriam
Karen Sophia Johnson
October 4, 1949 - September 27, 2008
Karen Sophia Johnson was born on the Nass River when her parents Elsie and
Ephriam were on their way home from Wales Island on October 4, 1949.
She is survived by her husband Delbert Brooks (also known as Buddy), her two
sons Jacob Hamilton and Johnson Hamilton, and her two grandsons Johnson
Atherton (BJ) and Tyson. Karen is also survived by her older brother Harvey
Johnson, sisters Wilma Moore, Sandy, Lilly, Louise and Louanne. She also leaves
behind many nieces and nephews.
She attended the Aiyansh Indian Day School and then went on to continue her
education at the Strathcona Private School at Shawnigan Lake. From there
she entered the public school system and completed high school at Chilliwack
Senior Secondary School.
Karen continued on with her education and entered NITEP in Terrace BC.
She then went on to the University of British Columbia where she earned her
Bachelor of Education degree in 1981.
She taught in many schools throughout the province and was also the principal
at a couple of these schools. Karen had a great knowledge of education as she
also instructed in Adult Education. Education was very important to her, and she
tried to instill this in everyone who would listen.
Karen lived in Victoria BC after she graduated from UBC. She lived at other
places in Vancouver Island until she decided Victoria was the place she wanted
to be as this is where her grandsons resided and she didn’t want to leave them.
She spoke many times of moving closer to home, but she always said that she
could never leave “BJ”.
Two years ago, she surprised everyone when she decided to move home. During
her time up here, she expressed many times of how she wanted to learn the
Nisga’a culture again. She was so happy when she learned that she would be
able to learn the language through the Terrace Nisga’a Society. While in Terrace,
Karen was very involved with the Elders and learned much from them.
Karen had a great love for anything that had to do with First Nations. Anyone
who ever had the opportunity to enter her home would see that she had a great
collection of silkscreens, paintings, carvings, baskets and books. She made
many button blankets, which were all hand sewn and required by her to only
use abalone buttons. One or two of her blankets were on display at the Royal
Museum in Victoria and are now in the USA.

Karen was a very active person. She
loved to watch Indian Dancing, it didn’t
matter which group it was, every time the
public was invited to join in, no one or
nothing was going to stop her. She would
practically be the first one out on the
floor. She also loved walking and always
had to have her daily walk.
Karen faced a big battle of her life when
she got breast cancer in 1995, but this
was a battle she won. She fought hard
and she fought strong because this was
the kind of person she was.
Karen became an advocate for breast
cancer and became part of a study for
Native women with breast cancer. She
learned everything that she could about
this disease and passed on this knowledge
to her sisters, nieces and nephews and to
anyone else that would listen. Here again,
we see the teacher in her.
Karen’s love for her family was so great.
She always made it a point to stay in touch
with everyone. While she was in Victoria,
she would always be calling up her sisters
and say to them “Hi, it’s just me, I got “phone-itus again”. She would stay on the
phone for hours if she could. Her calls were always filled with laughter as she
liked to tell funny stories. She always talked about her sons Jacob and Johnson
and her grandsons Tyson and “BJ” (Johnson). She may have moved away from
them but she carried them in her heart. When Kay knew it was time to end her
phone call, she never ever said “Bye”… she said “I Love you”.
We will never hear her say these words again but we will carry them in our hearts
forever.
Excerpts from Karen Johnson’s eulogy reprinted with permission

Sharlene Faye Morven
July 12, 1952 - July 19, 2007
Wife, Mother, Jiji Mom, Sister, Daughter, Auntie, Niece, Cousin, Friend,
Sister-in-Law, Colleague, Community Builder
Wilps Gitxhoon
Sharlene dearly loved her husband Terry, her children (Dee Dee, Nicole, and
Kori), her family, and her work as a teacher and in the community. She was firm
in her spiritual, cultural, and educational beliefs. She was steadfast in her faith
in God. Now, she is safe in His arms with her parents, Ernest and Annie Morven,
and all of her loved ones and ancestors, who have gone before her. She passed
away peacefully. She was 55 years old, and left us one week after her birthday.
She was so proud of reaching her “freedom 55”.
When Sharlene’s children were quite young, she decided to go back to complete
high school. On June 17, 1983, she graduated from Nisga’a Secondary School
alongside her younger brother, Sheldon.
After Sharlene graduated from high school, she attended the Chilliwack NITEP
Centre at Fraser Valley College from 1983 to 1985. Sharlene was exceptional in
her studies. She was awarded a UBC Alumni NITEP scholarship in her first and
second year of studies. She then moved on-campus at UBC from 1985 to 1987
and completed the program. While attending UBC, students would gather on
TGIF’s to review their week’s work. She introduced the Nisga’a smorgasbord
with the bringing of traditional foods to Hut 012. It became a tradition. Terry (her
husband) fully supported Sharlene during her education, and was a full-time
Dad to their girls while she attended school. In June 1988, Sharlene graduated
with her Bachelor of Education degree. She was hired at NESS and taught there
from September 1988 until May 2007. During her career, she was picked by the
then Superintendent, Alvin McKay, to represent School District No. 92 when
the Ministry of Education was revising the primary program. His comments
about her were, “Sharlene is going to make major changes, not just for Nisga’a
children, but for all children.” And she did.
Sharlene never stopped learning. In 1990, she took some Summer Sessions in Art
Teaching, Kindergarten Curriculum and Special Topics. In September 2004, she
also completed the Simon Fraser University Graduate Diploma in Education.
Sharlene recognized the importance of incorporating Nisga’a language and

culture into her curriculum and speaking
Nisga’a in class regularly, so completed a
Nisga’a immersion course at WWN in the
Winter 2007 semester.
Sharlene continued to teach, as well
as educating herself through various
professional development courses and
workshops that contributed to the
inspirational and loving person that she was
to all the lives she touched. She was very
committed to her profession. She took the
time to make sure that each and every child
she worked with knew that she loved them.
She always made sure that her students knew
that her class was a safe, secure, healthy,
and most of all, a fun learning environment
for them. She ensured that they had the
knowledge and skills needed to progress
and succeed in their education.
Sharlene was an avid school and community
builder. She participated in many fundraising
initiatives within the community. When new
playground equipment was needed at the
school, she focused all her energy along with
colleagues and parents to make it a reality.
Sharlene’s journey with cancer started fifteen years ago. Up until two years ago,
she was cancer free, and she was always so happy about it. After each year
passed, she would say, “Yea, another year cancer free.” She never gave up.
Excerpts from Sharlene Morven’s eulogy reprinted with permission.
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Admissions Procedures

Re-Admissions Procedures

NITEP recommends applicants for admission to the Faculty
of Education. The procedure varies somewhat, but the basic
steps are as follows:
1. Applicants submit the NITEP application form.
2. Applicants submit required documents:
a. Faculty of Education Application for Admission form
and fee*
b. All official transcripts
c. Completed Language Proficiency Index (LPI)* or
equivalent
d. Two confidential report forms
3. When all documents have been received, NITEP faculty
screen the candidates. Qualified candidates are presented
to the Faculty of Education. Successful candidates are
notified by letter and are asked to contact the appropriate
centre coordinator. Candidates who do not meet the
admission requirements at the time of their application will
be encouraged to upgrade their academics.

If you would like to return to NITEP, you need to:
1. Write a letter addressed to the NITEP Director, stating the
following:
a) why you left NITEP
b) why you want to return to NITEP
c) what you have been doing since you left the program
2. Submit any official transcripts of college or university transfer
work completed.
3. Complete a Faculty of Education Application for Re-admission
Form and submit the re-application fee.
4. Submit 2 letters of reference on your behalf.
Your program will be assessed and reviewed once all official
transcripts are received and all of the above re-admission steps
are fulfilled. If you have any questions, please call (604) 8225240.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 30, 2009
*NOTE: APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 30, 2009
*NOTE: Applicants who submit all supporting documentation
by JUNE 15, 2009 will have their application fees (Faculty of
Education Application and Language Proficiency Index) paid
by NITEP.
FINAL DOCUMENT DEADLINE: JULY 31, 2009
The applicant is responsible for paying the application fees.

Applicants who submit all supporting documentation by June
15, 2009 will have their Faculty of Education Application for Readmission fee paid by NITEP.
FINAL DOCUMENT DEADLINE: JULY 31, 2009
The applicant is responsible for paying the application fees.

Frequently Asked Questions about NITEP:

Elementary and Secondary Options
1. Why is there a separate program for Aboriginal people?
Aboriginal people want a teacher education program that addresses educational
issues pertinent to public and band schools settings where their children attend
school. These issues include curriculum, teaching methodology, testing and
assessment.
Aboriginal people want a teacher education program that honours and builds
upon the individual’s culture.
2. What can NITEP offer to students enrolled in the basic teacher education
program?
Three on-campus First Nations studies courses are open to all education
students:
CUST 396d (3 credits): Curriculum Development and Evaluation
EDUC 441 (3 credits): History of First Nations Schooling
EDUC 442 (3 credits): Critical Issues in First Nations Education
3. How are the NITEP elementary option and the NITEP secondary option different
from the basic 2-year elementary option and the basic secondary 12-month
option?
NITEP students in both the elementary and secondary options are admitted to
the Faculty of Education in the first year of university studies.
Students in the basic 2-year elementary option are admitted after completing at
least 90 credits, including prerequisite coursework, or a first degree.
Students in the basic secondary 12-month option are admitted after completing
a four year Bachelor of Arts or Science or its equivalent, majoring in a teachable
subject.
NITEP includes the same course requirements as the basic elementary 2-year
option and the basic secondary 12 month option program, but offers them in a
different sequence. NITEP requires 12 credits of courses that focus on Aboriginal
education theory, content and pedagogy. These courses take the place of some

program electives.
NITEP requires additional educational seminars and educational field placements
in three of the five academic years. The field placements give the students
opportunities to observe and become involved in a variety of educational settings
ranging from pre-school to adult education. In addition, the settings may focus
on teaching, curriculum development, and program planning.
NITEP students in the elementary option take a combination of arts/science and
education courses in each year of their degree program.
NITEP students in the secondary option take a combination of arts and education
courses in four of the five years plus the required summer session of their degree
program.
The first two years are offered through a regional field centre so that students
can remain near their home community to maintain their family and cultural
connections. The students establish their own type of extended family support
at the field centre with their peers. A field centre coordinator provides advising,
instructional and administrative services. The education courses are taught by
locally hired instructors or UBC faculty who travel to the field centres. The arts
and science courses are taken through community colleges, university-colleges,
and Aboriginal post-secondary institutions.
4. How are the NITEP elementary and secondary options similar to the basic
2-year elementary option and the basic secondary 12-month option?
NITEP students take the same compulsory education courses as students in the
basic 2-year basic elementary option or in the basic secondary 12-month option
program.
The NITEP elementary option requires the same graduation requirements as the
basic 2-year elementary option.
The NITEP secondary option requires the same program completion requirements
as the basic secondary 12-month option.
NITEP graduates can seek employment in public, independent or band schools.
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Admission Requirements
1) Applicants directly
ectly from Grade 12
12, BC Secondary
Schools:
The minimum academic qualification for admission is secondary
school graduation, including the following Grade 11 and 12 courses.
(Please refer to the UBC Calendar for details)

Note: Applicants who
who, because of administrative difficulties
difficulties in their
school or because they have a physical, sensory, or specific learning
disability, cannot present the courses as required, may be excused a
specific admissions course requirement. Supporting documentation
sent by the principal of the school concerned is required.

Grade 11:
All courses must be completed by June. Summer school courses
• English 11
or grades obtained in supplemental examinations will not be
• Principles of Mathematics 11
considered.
• Civic Studies 11 or Social Studies 11
• At least one approved Science 11
2) Adult Basic Education (ABE) - British Columbia Adult
• An approved Language 11 (a beginner’s Language 11 does not
Graduation Diploma (BCAGD):
satisfy this requirement)
The University recognizes the BCAGD Provincial Diploma for
admission to first year of an undergraduate degree. Applicants
Approved Grade 11 Science Courses:
presenting a BCAGD must be at least 19 years of age and meet the
Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, Physics, Applied Physics 11 following requirements:
and 12 (together these courses meet both the Grade 11 Science
requirement and the Physics 11 requirement)
*ABE Advanced Level or Grade 11 courses
*four subjects at the ABE Provincial Level or Grade 12 including
Approved Grade 11 Language Courses:
English and 3 additional subjects
Athapaskan 11 (with Athapaskan 12)
*a minimum average of 67% based on the 4 ABE Provincial or Grade
American Sign Language (ASL) 11
12 courses presented which must be graded. Grade 12 course results
Arabic
must include the provincial exam component of the course.
Chilcotin
Français (Communication et Litérature)
Please refer to the UBC calendar for more specific information on
Français (Langue)
admission requirements and acceptable ABE Advanced Level or
French
Grade 11 courses and ABE Provincial Level or Grade 12 courses.
German
Gitxsan
3) Applicants from a College or University:
Hebrew (King David High School or Pacific Torah Institute)
Applicants with an unsatisfactory standing at a college or another
Italian
university will not be admitted. Applicants with prior credit from
Japanese
a recognized university or college will be admitted on satisfaction
Korean
of the appropriate admission requirement as outlined in the UBC
Latin
calendar. The minimum standing required is a “C” average (60%
Mandarin Chinese
where 50% is a passing grade) or grade point average of 2.0
Musqueam (Taught through the UBC FNLG 100B course)
calculated on a 4-point scale. Academic standing is based on the
Nisga’a
average on all college or university courses attempted, including
Nuxalk
failures and repeated courses. Please refer to the UBC calendar for
Punjabi
specific information.
Russian
Sechelt
4) Applicants seeking admission as Mature Students:
Shuswap
An applicant classified as “mature” is one who is a resident of BC
Sm’algyax
whose formal education has been interrupted and who does not meet
Spanish
the normal requirements for admission but has pursued interests
and activities that have contributed to an intellectual maturity that
Grade 12:
would permit acceptance to the university. The university reserves
• English 12
the right to determine whether or not a student can be classified as
• Three additional approved examinable Grade 12 courses
mature; the determination will not be made on the sole criterion of
chronological age.
Approved Examinable Grade 12 Courses:
Biology 12, Chemistry 12, English Literature 12, English 12, First Each applicant is considered on an individual basis.
Nations Studies 12, Français Langue 12 or French 12, Geography
12, Geology 12, German 12, History 12, Japanese 12, Mandarin 12, 5) GED:
Principles of Mathematics 12, Physics 12, Punjabi 12, Spanish 12, Applicants may be admitted to NITEP by writing the GED (General
PSI Calculus Assessment 12.
Educational Development) exam, which is referred to as the “grade
12 equivalency certificate.”
Approved courses offered in French will also be accepted (Français
12 is not accepted in place of English 12.)
The GED Tests:
Writing Skills - Social Studies - Science Readings Skills - Mathematics
The admission average will be calculated on English 12 and the
three additional examinable Grade 12 courses. A minimum average The minimum standard score is 500.
of 67% is required for admission.
Information on preparing for and writing the GED is available from
any Community College or University-College.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 30

